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At  the  time  the  fi)lIo\virig  Skctcli  wa.s  written,  tlic  writer  con^nr'd  hims-olf 
almost  entirely  to  cvenl>  relating  to  Easlhampton,  prior  to  the  cornrncncenit-nt 
of  the  j)resent  crntiirv,  calling  it  the  first  clia})ler  of  the  Chronicles  of  the 
town,  leaving  it  tu  some  ahler  j)pn,  at  a  future  time,  to  write  the  s'^cond  chap- 
ter, and  bring  the  liistory  ot"tlie  town  clown  to  tiie  present  linic  ;  hut  after  a  re- 
quest liad  heen  made  by  the  young  men  and  otliers  who  heard  if,  tliat  what 
liad  been  written  and  delivered  might  be  jiublislied,  it  wa>  finally  decided  t'"> 
yield  to  their  request,  with  the  understanding  that  the  sketch  migiit  be  revised, 
and  any  alterations  or  additions  deemed  necessary,  made.  The  whole  has 
accordingly  been  revised,  soim;  alt'^'rations  n)ade,  and  pariirularlv  the  para- 
graph, stating  the  ori-in  and  design  of  W'lllislon  b'eminary,  been  added. 

ElSTlI  AMI  TUN,  Jan.  IjO'j, 


niSTOEICAL  SKETCH. 


In  accei)ling  tlie  invitation  of  the  young  gentlemen  (jf  tliis  Associ.i- 
tion,  to  address  them,  on  this  occasion,  it  occurred  to  nie  that  it  might 
be  both  interesting  and  profitable,  to  present  them  with  a  hrirf  histori- 
cal shtich  of  this  town.  Easthampton,  then,  is  tlie  theme  of  my  dis- 
course, this  evening.  The  sketch  will  mostly  relate,  however,  to  ICast- 
hampton  as  it  was  previously  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
century;  and,  if  I  seem  tedious  in  the  statements  I  make  resiiecting 
the  aboriginal  proprietors  of  this  beautiful  region  ;  the  settlement  of  it 
by  our  fathers  and  their  suflcrings ;  and  the  various  incidents  connected 
witli  the  incorporation  of  J'^asthampton,  with  some  allusions  to  the 
character  and  manners  of  our  ancestors,  my  apology  for  any  tedious- 
ncss  of  detail,  must  be  the  deep  interest  1  have  ever  taken  in  every 
thing  that  relates  to  mv  early  home,  and  to  those  generations  of  men 
and  women,  who  have  long  since  left  the  stage  of  life,  and  to  whom 
we  are  all  i>o  much  indebted,  under  God,  for  every  thing  we  possess 
and  enjoy. 

It  is  just  thai  1  should  here  acknowledge  my  obligations  for  many 
of  the  statements  1  j^hall  make,  to  Svlvkstcr  Ji  dd,  Esq.,  of  North- 
ampton, who  is  well  informed  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  history 
of  the  Hamptons.  In  some  cases  I  shall  avail  myself  of  his  language, 
because  J  hnd  none  better  for  staling  the  circumstances  he  ha>  com- 
municated. 

l^asthampton  is  a  ])art  of  a  tract  of  land  which  .loliii  l\vnchon 
negotialfd  for,  of  the  Indians,  in  J()o3,  and  bought  of  them  the  next 
year,  "  in  consideration,"  as  it  is  stated,  "  of  lOl)  fathoms  (alH)ni 
(»!)()  |"|.)  of  w.inipuin,  !(•  ro;its,  a  few  trilling  pii--=.enl«  to  tiio  pnnrip  il 


4 


C/iicfs  or  SricJirin.^,  one  of  uliom  was  a  woman,  and  tlic  plon^Hiing  of 
IG  acres  of  land  at  lladlcy."'  " 'J'lie  wliulc  tract,"  according  to  lloyl, 
"extended  from  tlic  I'alls  at  Soutli  Ifadlc},  to  w  liat  is  now  Hatfield, 
and  \ve=^t\vardly  from  the  Connecticut  liiver,  about  nine  miles,  einljrac- 
in;r  nearly  .>,0()U  acres  of  alluvial  bottom."  This  tract  includes 
nearly  all  the  four  Hamptons  The  consideration  originallv  i.nvon  f(>r 
it  would  not  probably  exceed  the  five  hundreth  part  of  a  cent  [)er  acre. 
It  appears  that  in  l(i5?,  there  was  one  Sacliem  who  expressed  some 
dissatisfaction,  comjdainin.nr  that  he  had  not  received  so  much  for  his 
part  of  the  land  as  he  exj)ected.  In  view  of  Ids  complaint,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Northampton  ap;reed  to  satisfy  his  demand,  and  a  new  deed 
was  executed  by  the  Saclicm,  and  he  relin([ui^hed  to  Xijrthaujpton 
all  liis  right  and  title  to  the  township.  The  consideration  seems  to  us 
at  this  day  truly  small,  btit  we  must  ren!em!)er  that  to  the  savage 
large  tracts  of  land  were  worthless,  excejU  as  hunliii!!  grtunids  ;  and 
these  grounds  he  could  as  well  occupy  lln  hunting  after  the  transf<  r 
as  before.  And  then,  too,  the  articles  received  in  exchange  for  land, 
were  reallv  worth  to  him,  or  he  fancied  them  to  be  so,  all  the  land 
could  be  worth  to  liim.  'J'hcy  were  articles  he  re;dly  wanted,  and  the 
land  he  did  not  want  for  cultivation.  And  it  may  be  added,  that  our 
fathers  in  the  early  settlenient  of  the  country,  transferred  to  eacli  other 
tracts  of  land,  which  are  now  very  valuable,  for  a  mere  irille.  The 
money  or  articles  they  received  in  barter  were  worth  more  to  them 
than  the  land.  The  gromid  where  the  speaker  now  residc-s,  or  near 
it,  was  bought  as  late  as  llil  I,  by  David  Cliajmian,  Sen.,  for  >T.91 
per  acre. 

"We  occupy  grounds  in  this  town,  once  the  favorite  re.-ort  and 
dwellino-  i)lace  of  the  Indian  r.'tce,  now  lonix  since  jione  from  tlii.-  \al- 
ley.  Here,  tiiey  fished,  and  doubtless  procured  shad  and  salmon,  in 
great  abimdance,  at  the  I'alls  ne  ar  us,  beK)\v  the  iirist-mill.  J  say 
doubtless,  for  a  gentleman  is  still  livinL!"  in  our  niid-i,  who  has  seen 
a  large  rpiantity  of  shad,  just  cauLrht,  on  the  bank  briow  the  Fall.-. 
And  there  is  testinu^iy  tint  salmon  :dso  were  taki-n  here.  And 
here  too  they  hunted,  for  these  plains  abotmded  with  deer.  'I'his 
was  truly  the  home  of  the  red  men,  where  they  liad  their  j)ow-wows, 
and  tlicir  dances,  sanij  their  war-.^on^i--,  and  celebrati-d  the  \aloroii>' 
deeds  of  their  ancestors.  'J\vo  portions  of  the  town  wt>re  named  by 
them,   and  these  names  hav«i   been  tran-miited    to  modern  limes. 


A\'ould  tliat  we  had  luore  of  ihc^c  Indian  names;  for  ingtancc,  that 
wc  knew  tlie  Indian  name  of  our  noiile  mountain,  so  that  we  miglit 
no  lon^rer  detract  liom  itsdjn-nity,  by  calliiif^f  it  aller  Corpordl  Tom.* 
jjong  may  it  be  bel'ore  the  names  of  Xashawannnck  and  Pasconnmick 
sliall  be  foiirottcn,  or  cease  to  be  used.  They  are  names  oT  wliich 
none  of  us  need  be  asliamed.  The  last  jtiace  occuj^ied  by  the 
Indians,  within  the  limits  of  tiiis  town,  where  tiiey  had  a  viHage  and 
fort,  was  at  Pascommuck,  on  or  near  wliat  is  now  called  Fort  Plain. 
^J'his  location  for  a  fort,  it  appears,  they  obtained  by  petition  of  the. 
town  of  Non}iam{)ton,  in  IGGl,  on  condition  "  they  would  behave  in 
an  orderly  manner."  They  resided  at  this  place  till  Phillip's  war,  as 
it  was  called,  in  IGTo  and  when  they  joiiicd  the  hostile  Indians, 
and  never  returned.  They  must  have  left  reluctantly  a  position  to 
them  so  favorable  for  obtaininir  the  means  of  subsistence,  l)ut  partakinir 
of  the  spirit  of  the  greatest  Indian  chieftain  of  that  age,  they  left 
forever  the  banks  of  the  Manhan  and  Connecticut,  and  the  graves  of 
their  fathers,  to  ally  their  fortunes  to  those  of  that  unfortunate  mon- 
arch, 'j'here  is  a  sadness  coimccted  with  the  rellection,  that  the 
race,  who  once  roamed  over  these  meadows  and  plains,  is  utterly 
extinct  liere,  and  so  far  as  we  know,  they  passed  away  unblessed  by 
the  gospel. 

A  few  years  before  they  left,  the  first  settlement  in  \\\\?X  is  now 
Easthampton,  was  made  at  Nashawannuck.  "  John  A\'ebb,  w  ho  died 
in  1G70,  had  built  a  log  house,  at  tliat  place,  and  had  re^ided  there 
a  few  years.  Families  of  the  name  of  Webb  and  Danks  continued  to 
•dwell  there  for  a  long  time,  and  many  of  these  families  died  and  were 
buried  tliere."  So  that  the  first  burial  ground  in  Easthampton  was 
in  that  place.  But,  it  is  asserted,  that  the  place  of  burial  is  now 
unknown.  So  soon,  in  many  cases,  are  the  graves  of  the  dead 
ploughed  over  and  forgotton.  One  of  the  family  of  Danks,  by  the 
name  of  Benoni,  became  distinguished  in  military  life.  lie  was  a 
Colonel  in  ihe  British  Army. 

The  ne.xt  portion  of  what  is  now  Easthampton,  that  was  settled, 
was  on  the  north  side  of  the  Manhan  near  us.  The  first  building 
that  was  pr(>bably  erected  there  was  a  saw-mill,  near  tin'  mouih  of 
saw-mill  brook,  not  far  from  the  ijroiind  on  which  now  stands  the 
house  owned  by  .1.  Emerson  Lynnii.  "  'i'hc  town  of  Northampt(ni." 
eays  my  informant,  *'  gasc  libi^rtv  to  erect  the  >a\v-niili.  m  IG";  1  In 
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ir)"^0-7,  the  town  gave  Samuel  Uarllott  liberty  to  set  up  a  corn  mil!, 
upon  Manhan  river,  below  the  cart-way,  on  llic  Tall^?  of  the  river." 
1'be  niill  was  j)r(»l).'ibly  soon  biiiii.  ]l  is  not  known  how  soon  a 
dwellincr-hou^e  was  erected.  In  JTO-"),  Samuel  liartlett  gave  his  son 
Joseph  the  mill  and  the  land  about  it.  The  French  and  Indian  war, 
about  that  time,  probably  prevented  any  one  Irom  residing  here  for  some 
years.  Joseph  IJanlett  was  the  lirsrt  permanent  resident  here,  probably 
as  early  or  :)0.     It  is  evident  tlint  Jonathan  Claj^i),  his  nephew, 

resided  w  ith  him  about  thi<  time.  J()se[)h  died  in  17o.">,  and  havinj  no 
children,  gave  his  property  mostly  to  the  Clappsj  e^ome,  however,  to 
ins  brothers.  The  i{ifls  of  land  to  his  brothers  were  made,  on  condition 
they  should  pay  8s.  1  Id.  each,  to  the  church  of  Chri-t  that  .-hould 
first  be  established,  and  celebrate  divine  ordinances  and  worship, 
witliin  half  a  mile  of  his  dwelling  house."  This  sum  was  paid  in 
after  time,  a'/reeably  to  his  v/ill.  Tlius  it  appears  from  his  will, 
dated  Aj>ril,  175-1,  that  he  and  others  were  then  looking  forward  to 
the  establishment  of  a  church  in  this  neighborhood.  *'  Joseph  liart- 
lett kept  the  first  public  house,  in  what  was  al'terwards  liasihampton. 
lie  was  licensed  in  1727,  and  for  nearly  twenty  years  afterwards. 
Landlord  Bartlett's  was  a  noted  place  in  those  days,  a  plnce  of  much 
resort.  AVhen  there  was  [)r(^aching  in  this  neighborhood,  and  there 
often  was,  it  was  at  his  house  1'* 

Some  brothers  bv  the  name  of  Wait  planted  themselves,  as  early 
as  1720  or  liO,  near  the  present  residence  of  Medad  ( "lapp,  but  after 
many  years,  they  removed  to  other  towns.  David  liartlett,  a  brother  of 
Jose[)h,  built  a  house  lifiv  or  sixlv  rods  norlh-uf>t  of  tlie  j)re-em  resi- 
dence of  Medad  Clapj),  where  he  died,  w  iiich  was  standiu'.'-  till  w  ith- 
in a  few  years.  To  this  house  j)ersniis  wrre  taken  dnriuL''  th(>  llevo- 
lutionary  war,  who  h;id  th'""  small  po\ — :i  disease,  tlic  terror  of  the 
country  in  tho-e  davs,  before  th(>  iutrodiuM ion  of  liie  kine  pock  vac- 
cination. It  wa-^  at  this  house,  that  Col.  l]o>ford.  ol"the  revolutiv)na- 
ry  armv,  died  of  this  disea^^e,  and  w  as  buried  near  the  hoii-(\  ller(\ 
died  also  the  11  cv.  Mr.  Hooker,  of  the  same  diseas;-,  tht*  snrce>sor  ol' 
the  Uev.  Jonathan  J'.(lwar(N  of  Xorlhampton.  lli-^  body  was  carried 
circuitousi V,  in  the  niLrht,  thr(<M'_di  the  meadows,  to  i's  la>^t  re>tiug 
place,  in  iho  Northampton  burvinij  ground.  'I'his  j)rivary  of  burial 
was  to  prevent  others  from  takniL^  the  di>en';e.  Mr.  lK)oker  Inmsclf 
look  it  by  merelv  passin;^  along  on  tin*  side  of"  the  str(^ei  »>pp).'-ite  lo 
the  hous,\  wlier'.'  Co!,  llo^foid  w  a<  taktMi  ill  in  .\oi  thamplon,  before 
he,  (the  Col.)  was  removed  to  liie  house  where  h(^  died. 
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Norlharnplon/'  siys  my  iiifuniniit,  "  originally  ;:|)[jropriaied  liie 
moadows  above  and  below  tlie  <^rist  mill,  to  the  u>e  uf  llie  Sclu)i»l. 
In  1744,  the  town  :jold  all  the  upper  School  ineadcjw,  and  sunic  up- 
land adjoining,  to  Dea.  Stephen  AVrigijl  and  ]jenjan)in  Lyman.  'I'lit  y 
removed  liere  soon  alter."  Benjamin  Lyman  settled  where  J.  I'.  J.y- 
man's  liousC'  now  stands,  then  in  Northampton,  and  Dea.  \\'riirht 
where  Eli  Graves  now  lives,  then  the  second  piecinqt  ol"  Xort'.iamp- 
ton,  afterwards  Southampton. 

A  son  of  each  of  these  neighbors  Avas  in  the  memorable  battle  of 
Sept.  8,  17oo,  near  Lake  George,  in  which  battle,  Col.  A\'iliianis,  the 
founder  of  Williams  College,  was  shin,  and  about  200  others,  very 
many  of  wliom  w  ere  from  this  re2;i(jn.  C)f  that  nunjber  was  lOliakim 
Wright,  son  of  Stephen.  Jjemuel  Lyman,  son  of  Benjamin,  then 
about  19  years  of  age,  was  in  the  battle,  and  was  saved  by  his  bullet 
pouch.  A  ball  struck  that,  and  by  that  n-;is  jneventcd  from  eiiterinij 
his  body.  The  pouch  is  still  preserved  in  one  of  tlie  many  iamilies 
of  iiis  descendants.  The  balls  used  on  that  occasion  by  the  enemy, 
were  glazed  with  arsenic  or  some  other  poison,  so  that  even  a  slight 
wound  might  prove  mortal.  I  recollect  hearing,  in  early  life,  an  old 
gentleman  *  of  this  town,  who  was  then  a  soldier  near  Ihe  place  of 
carnage,  on  that  day,  give  a  most  thrilling  account  of  the  terrible 
scenes  that  followed  that  battle. 

But,  it  is  time  for  me  to  hasten  to  speak  of  the  settlement  of  ilic 
third  division  of  the  town,  viz  :  Pascommuck.  This  occurred  about 
the  year  1700.  Five  families  settled  near  each  other,  at  or  near  the 
east  end  of  I\Iount  Toiri :  Moses  Ilutcliinson,  John  Scarl,  Benoni 
Jones,  Sanmcl  Janes,  and  Lenjamin  Janes.  These  families  estab- 
lished themselves  on  the  land  now  occupied  by  the  heirs  of  the  late 
riiillip  Clark  —  Capt.  Thaddeus  Parsons,  Lysander  \\.  Parsons,  and 
Joseph  Parsons,  or  near  tlu'ir  present  residences.  It  appears  they  were 
not  properly  protected  and  secured  against  any  sudden  attack  of  the 
Favage  foe.  The  consequence  was,  this  village  was  destroyed  by  tlie 
Indians,  in  the  month  of  May,  1704,  under  circumstances  of  appall- 
ing barbarity.  It  was  when  the  meadows,  near  the  ComiectLcut,  were 
overflowed,  and  thus  all  counnunication  with  Xorlhamplon,  except 
by  water,  was  entirely  cut  oil",  t;i:it  a  party  of  savages,  impelled  by 
hunger  and  their  natural  ferocity,  wandered  along  down  towarils  the 
north  end  of  Mount  Ti>m,  ami,  ob.-^erving  the  height       the  tlood, 

•  Lieut.  Asahel  Clark.    J?cc  Ai>pcndi.\,  Nolo  '3. 
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tlicy  seized  on  an  opjxjrtunity  so  favoraljlo  to  tlicmsclvcs,  to  descend 
on  these  few  families,  just  beibre  it  was  fully  liirht  in  the  niornin*:. 
The  onset  on  these  inhabitants  was  as  unexpected  to  them,  as  it  was 
fnrions  on  the  p:irt  of  their  assailants  ;  and  though  a  defence  was 
attempted,  at  one  liouse,  yet,  they  were  all  soon  overjiowercd,  and 
nearly  all  slain  or  captured.  Nineteen  or  twenty  were  slain.  Tra- 
dition says,  some  sprightly  lads  were  preserved  by  their  captors,  to 
accompany  them  on  their  route  to  Canada.  It  appears  also  that  one 
man,  believed  to  be  l>cnjamin  Janes,  esca[)ed  and  ran  down  to  the 
water,  where,  finding  a  boat  or  canoe,  as  he  probably  expected  to,  }ic 
at  once  jumped  in,  and  pushed  beyond  the  reach  of  liis  pursuers. 
He  arrived  at  Northampton  and  gave  the  alarm.  A  troop  of  Cavalry, 
under  command  of  a  C.'i{)t.  John  Taylor,  started  v.ith  the  view  of 
intercepting  the  savages  with  their  prey.  He  came  out,  as  it  is 
understood,  on  what  is  called  the  Westfield  road,  passing  through  the 
present  center  of  this  town,  on  to  tlic  south  part  of  it,  where  between 
the  road  and  Mount  Tom.  on  what  was  called  many  years  since,  the 
Brewer  fiirm,  nowowncd  by  Charles  E.  and  Chester  Wait,  he  came  up 
witli  the  Indians.  They  had  warning,  doubtless,  of  his  a])proacli  w  hh 
his  troop,  and  they  knocked  in  head  all  the  lads — though  not  ai)le  in 
tlieir  haste,  to  scalp  all — except  one  active  lad  by  tl;e  name  of  riisha 
Searl.  He,  seeing  tlie  v.-ork  of  destruction  beginning,  caught  up  a 
pack,  and  ran  along  with  them,  tlicreby  showing  tlicm,  that  if  thoy 
would  spare  him,  he  would' not  only  be  no  Iiindrancc  to  them,  but 
would  lielp  them  and  keep  np  with  them.  }fc  was  spared.  Caj)t. 
Taylor,  it  is  said,  was  too  impetuous,  and  being  considerably  in 
advance  of  his  men,  fell  on  tlic  firrt  fire  from  the  enemy,  doui)llo<s 
concealed  in  ambusli.  It  is  not  known,  whether  any  others  were 
killed  ;  it  is  ccrfiin,  however,  th-^.t  the  party  of  savages  escaped,  and 
passed  on  over  Pomorov's  m<niiitain,  wiiero  a  woman,  scalped  and  left 
by  them,  probably,  as  dead,  w;is  found  by  our  people  alive,  and  car- 
ried on  a  litter  to  Nortliampton.  'j'his  woman,  the  wife  uf  Jicnjamin 
Janes,  afterwards  a  deacon  of  th.e  c'.jurch  in  Coventry,  Ct  ,  recovered 
from  hor  severe  wonntH,  and  lived  to  old  age. 

Another  woman,  whose  husband,  John  Searl,  was  killed  at  V:\<- 
comniuc!;,  survived  a  Fcvere  blow  ['tova  a  t<Knahn\\  lv  on  her  head,  and 
from  her  daughter,  burn  the  following  September,  are  many  (h-sren- 
dants.  One  of  t!;ese  h-'s  in  her  po-se-sinn  a  silver  hair  pin,  an  article 
of  head  dre>s  peculi.ir  to  ili(^>e  tim<s,  worn  on  the  head  of  her  ances- 
tor at  the  time  the  sa\ age  iutlirted  tlu*  blow. 
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The  Kid,  Elislia  Searl,  the  son  of  the  last  mentioned  woman,  fol- 
lowed his  new  masters  to  Canada,  and  was  brought  up  in  the  Catho- 
lic faith.  To  that  h.e  became  njuch  attached,  as  well  as  to  Canadi:in 
or  Indian  life  ;  so  mucli  so,  it  is  said,  tliat  it  was  with  the  n-re;itest 
difiicnity  his  friends  coidd  prevail  on  him  when  here,  many  years  af- 
ter, on  a  visit,  to  remain  here,  and  adopt  civilized  for  sava^^e  life. 
These  friends,  however,  at  length,  prevailed  f'  and  when  l^iscomnuick 
was  re-settled,  sojne  ten  or  twelve  years  after  tlie  nrissacre,  he  occu- 
pied the  })!ace  where  his  father  lived  when  slain.  It  mi^ht  here  be 
slated,  that  his  attachment  to  the  Catholic  fiith  was  s(v.iiewhat  wea!:- 
ened,  })reviousIy  to  his  return  from  Canada,  when,  on  a  certain  occa- 
sion, being  about  to  leave  home,  on  a  lon;;^  journey,  to  the  west,  he 
asked  a  priest  what  he  should  do  durinir  his  absence,  there  beini:  with 
him  no'priest  to  whofn  he  could  confess;  he  was  told  he  couM  con- 
fess to  a  tree,  that  would  do  as  well. 

One  other  incident  connected  with  the  massacre  of  the  lads,  just 
before  the  skirmish  w  ith  Capt.  Taylor,  ou^^ht  not  to  be  omitted.  One 
of  the  lads,  Samuel  Janes,  though  knocked  on  the  head,  and  doubt- 
less left  for  dead,  was  only  stunned  by  the  blow,  lie  recov(!red,  was 
one  who  rc-settled  Pascornmuck,  and  was  the  progenitor  of  a  multi- 
tude, many  of  whom  are  residents  of  this  town,  at  this  day. 

On  the  same  day  of  the  slaughter  at  I'ascommuck,  ten  Indians 
attacked  a  house  lower  down  the  river,  near  what  is  now  Smith's 
Ferry.  Though  this  place  is  not  in  Easthanipton,  as  it  might  have 
been,  if  a  true  policy  had  always  been  pursued,  yet  I  mentif>n  the  cir- 
cumstance as  illustrating  the  resolution  and  courage  of  men  c»f  tluwe 
limes,  and  showing,  too,  their  mode  of  defense.  "There  were  only 
two  men  in  the,  house,  and  yet  they  would  not  surrender,  i'"  One  of 
them  fired  and  shot  at  an  Indian  and  broke  his  arm.  The  Indian'^', 
then,  tried  to  burn  the  house  by  shooting  spiked  arrows,  di]»j)rd  in 
brimstone,  upon  the  roof,"'  being  covered,  probably,  w  ilh  thairh  or 
straw  ;  but  one  of  the  men  within,  wrapping  a  bed  around  him, 
went  out  to  the  well  and  drew  watfr,  and  extinguished  ilie  fire,  'i'hc 
Indians  dared  not  ap[)roarh  to  kill  him  whih^  thus  engared,  for 
fear  c»f  being  shot  bv  the  one  in  the  house;  and  having  been  foiled  in 
their  attempt  they  witlidrew. 

It  is  not  known,  ccrta.ir.Iy,  that  anv  others,  pfter  the  disaster  at 
Pascommuck,  living  w  iihin  the  pre^ent  limits  of  this  town,  were  killed 

"Capt.  l)(  iijainin  W'li^'ht  aiul  'riiciiKis  Strhbiiis.    f  See  .\p[u'ii(!ix,  Note  -1. 
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by  the  lii'llaiis.  Saninol  and  Jo^pmIi  P;ir-  )ii.s  were  killed  ii»  ITOS, 
eillier  in  l*a<coniinuck,  or  just  below  it. 

Nath:iiiicl  Edwards,  2d,  of  Xortlianipton,  \\n.N  killed  in  ]'r2i,  at  the 
brook  near  tlio  pre-ent  rc-idcnco  of  Saimiel  lMie![ts.  lie  wa<  rctiirn- 
in:T  lionie  with  a  cart  load  of  produce,  [)robably  from  these  meadows, 
as  they  were  leased  to  Northampton  men  for  cidtivation,  and  iliouL'^h  he 
was  out  here  with  other-,  who  were  toii^cther  lor  the  sake  ol'  mutnal 
protection,  yet  it  is  said,  that  in  crossinir  the  fordinir  place  over  the 
Manhan,  just  nbove  the  present  bridge,  he  was  delayed  for  some  rea- 
son, consefi'icnlly  fell  behind  the  other  teamsters,  was  way-l  iid  at 
the  brook,  shot  and  scalped.  Tradition  s  iys,  that  a  ne;_^ro  was  asleep 
on  the  load  at  the  time  the  event  occurred  ]*ein:T  awakened  by  the 
noise  of  the  (run,  or  of  the  whoopiji^  of  the  savages  over  their 
fallen  victim,  he  raised  his  head  and  looked  over  cautiously  to 
see  what  was  goino;  on,  and  saw  the  savages  scalpino;  his  master. 
The  team,  it  appears,  pa-^-ed  on  to  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  and  then, 
he  slipped  from  the  load,  took  a  horse  from  the  team,  mounted,  and 
overtakinir  the  other  teamsters,  informed  them  oi"  wiiat  liad  liap- 
pened.    The  murderers,  hosvever,  escaped  unpunished. 

It  docs  not  appear  that  the  inhabitants  of  tiiis  region  were  a^'ain 
much  alarmed  from  fear  of  the  Indians,  till  about  174G,  when  some 
hoLiscs  :  viz.  .l(js(>p!i  l^irtlett's  at  the  .MilN,  atid  Samuel  Janes'  at 
Pascomtnuck,  were  forlilied  as  places  of  refuire,  in  ca-e  of  an 
attack  ;  and  mounts  were  erected  as  watch  houses.  ]\Iaj.  Jonathan 
Clapp's  house,  too,  wliich  stood  near  where  T.  J.  l*omero\"s 
Imnsc  now  stands,  was  jKotectcd,  also,  bv  extra  defences.  An  aijed 
lady,  at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of,  a  ycjulh  in  that  lamily,  told  me 
some  forty  years  ago,  that  she  well  remembered  the  Indians  cominir, 
at  night,  and  rapping  at  the  barred  entrance  of  the  house.  So  that 
we  arc  not  so  remote,  as  some  of  ns  m.iy  imaijine,  from  times  of 
peril  tiiat  tried  the  soul,  v.hcu  there  was  reason  to  suspect  dau^'er,  on 
every  hand,  day  and  niidit,  from  a  \v\\cy  and  lurk  mi:  savaire. 

r>iit  I  j)rocced  to  speak  of  the  settlenuMif  ol'  other  j)art>  of  the 
town.  "The  first  settlers  in  tln^  west  part  of  this  t(nvn  were  Samuel 
and  I'Idad  ]\)merov  rmd  their  ^on^.  lUd.id  settled  near  where  .lohn 
Clapp  now  li\es,  and  Samuel  on  the  othor  side  ol"  the.  road,  on  laud 
now  owned  by  Deacon  Iv  ^\^  ilanuum.  Their  settlement.  prn!nbl\, 
took  ])Iace  about  I'^l"}.  Snivi  alter,  C.ileb,  snu  of  Samuel,  e-^t.d)- 
lished  hiiii-cif  on  tlu'  lull  where  his  i^rand-on,  ^\  arliam,  now  lives." 
In  .lohu  ll  iunum  and   I'le-r/er   Ifannum,were  located  near 
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whore  llicir  dcsceridanls  now  reside.  About  llie  time  tlie'  Pomcroys 
e'?lJil)li.slK;d  iheniselves,  **  Kbenczcr  Cor.-e  plaiilcd  ijiiii'-elf  on  tlie 
plain,  where  Spencer  Claj)p  now  lives.  It  is  said  of  him,  lliai  he 
was  an  eccentric  man,  of  great  bohhies.s  and  couraire.  Tlie  tradi- 
tion is,  that  he  would  never  remove,  as  olher.s  did,  when  the  Indians 
were  about,  but  always  remained  on  liis  own  premises."  'J'iie  other 
settlers  on  the  i)lains,  who  followed  in  a  lew  years,  were  Stephen 
AVright  and  Aaron  Cla{)[)  and  Ik'ujamin  Clapp.  One  ol"  the  hr-t 
settlers  in  the  south  ])art,  was  Jiildad  Jirewcr.  J  j)resuine  thra  he 
was  not  established  there  very  early,  since  that  j)art  of  the  town  w  as 
not  regarded  as  so  favorable  for  cultivation  as  other  part^.  In 
the  north  part  of  the  town,  there  were  two  lamilies  located  as 
early  as  17.30,  by  the  name  of  Joseph  and  Titus  A\'right.  They 
afterwards  removed  from  that  location.  '.Phc  families  recorded  as 
settled  in  l\i<commack  in  \1  ■'*[),  were  I'Jiakim  C'lark,  Jonathan  Janes, 
Joseph  Searl,  J-'.benezer  Ferry,  Elisha  Searl,  Samuel  J;;nes,  NVidow 
AVharlon,  John  Brown,  IN'oali  Clark,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  Alexander. 
Zebadiah  and  John  Alvord  settled  there  in  1751  or  IT.jO. 

1'lie  first  cd'ort  made  to  form  what  is  now  li^asthampton  into  a 
tow!i  or  district,  was  in  177:3.  At  that  time,  what  is  now  Kast- 
liam])ton  belonged  to  Northampton  and  Soulham[)t<)n  ;  and,  was 
divided  as  follows.  All  cast  of  a  lijie  beginiiing  near  the  bviili^e  over 
the  .Manhan  river,  and  running  southwardly  on  the  Westfield  road, 
so  called,  to  land  now  owne(l  l)y  (iiimaliol  I'omeroy,  in  Souiliampt'*.'!, 
and  all  northwardly  of  a  line  begunnng  near  the  mouth  of  Saw-mili 
brook,  and  extending  westwardly  in  the  rear  of  the  houses  now  owned 
by  KW  Graves  and  Samuel  WriL^ht,  to  the  road  ju,-t  beyond  S.  \\'riirlii'.s 
house,  along  said  road  we>twardlv  through  the  house  now  owned  bv 
Deacon  ]].  \\'.  llannum,  towards  INjmerov's  nioimtain  ;  all  ea-t  and 
north  of  these  lines  belonged  to  Xoril)am|)ton,  and  the  other  jiart  of 
course  to  Southampton.  'J'he  inhabitants  of  the  i)art  of  the  town  of 
what  is  now  Eastham[)(on,  wliich  then  bcloni'^ed  to  Xorthampton, 
petitioned  Northampton,  in  March,  177^),  to  be  set  oil"  into  a  {own  or 
di>trict.  "  The  connuitlee  n[)pointrd  to  con>idt  r  the  p(Miliou  and 
report,  rep,orled  in  favor  of  the  petition,  and  prt^po-ed  iIk^  line-  lor 
the  new  town  or  district  ;  thev  al-^o  propo'ied  to  raise  .')')!)  pon?ids 
to  enable  the  new  (own  to  build  a  nieetmg-housc  and  settle  a  minis- 
t'T.  'J'he  town  accepted  the  report  :  and  some  time  after  in-trucied 
their  rej)re>entat i\ e  in  the  (icncral  ("ouit,  to  use  hi>  (Mi(lea\ors  in  t.i- 
^  or  (^f  the  mwv  tow  n     Sout hami>t(Mi  made  >lioiiu;  (ippo-ition  to  tho 
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mensure,  <ind  the  revolutionary  troubles  coming  on,  the  project  was 

suspended  for  some  years.  'J'lie  subject  \va>  aiiuin  ai.ni:ited  in  \7^\  and 
82.  Aurllianipton  again  voted  tn  set  ulVtlie  new  town,  and  e-iiinating 
tliose  who  would  be  set  oif  at  one-eighth  of  all  the  inhabitants  ul'  the 
town,  they  proposed  to  give  them  one-eighth  of  the  value  of  the 
public  property  of  tlie  town,  and  >onicthinLr  more.  But  the  di-irict 
was  not  incorporated,  ouiuLS  it  is  presumed,  to  the  oj)po.>ili»)n  of 
Southampton,  till  l*>-">." 

The  nmnber  of  f;i!iii]ies  set  ofl'  from  \oith;tmi)loii  was  probably 
less  than  si.\ty,  and  the  number  of  persons  not  far  from  oOU.  C>n  the 
13lh  of  Nov.  IT^^o,  forty-six  persons  were  dismissed  from  the  church 
in  Northampton,  for  tbe  purpose  of  unilini''  ^vilh  others  in  a  church 
to  be  formed  in  tiiis  i>lace.  Others,  a  few  montlis  afierwards,  were 
d'ismissed  for  the  same  object.  There  were  about  fifteen  families  set 
off  from  Souihumpton.  The  number  of  churcii  members  was  'Jo. 
These  had  been  trained  under  the  e.\cellent  ministry  of  the  Ilev.  Mr. 
Judd  of  that  town.  'J'he  church  in  this  place  was  organized,  Nov. 
17,  I'/.'^o,  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Joseph  C'hipp.  It  then  con>i>ted  of 
72  members*'  The  new  District  contained,  probably,  a  few  more 
than  -100  souls. 

The  lines  of  demarkation  between  this  and  the  other  towns  v>ere 
very  irregular.  It  seems,  to  some  extent,  to  have  been  a  matter  of 
choice  with  n)any  of  tlie  borderers,  whether  they  should  be  set  off  to 
Easthainpton,  or  remain  as  they  were.  In  l^OS),  when  ] '.a>thampton 
was  inciuporated  as  a  town,  and  since,  there  has  been  some  improve- 
ment in  regard  to  lines  ;  but  still  it  would  be  worth  a  very  great  ef- 
fort, to  give  more  regularity  to  the  town  lini'>.  I  cannot  think,  that 
such  an  ellort  would  be  fruiiless,  if  a  map  of  the  town,  as  it  now  is, 
accompanied  with  suitable  represent. itions,  were  presented  to  any 
Legislature. 

The  motives  which  urged  our  fathers  to  press  the  matter  of  separa- 
tion from  Northampton  and  Souiham]>ton,  were  donlitless  good.  A 
prominent  one  was  that  they  might  ha\e  jiearer  to  them  a  plan*  of 
public  worship. t  That  was  truly  a  laudible  moll\e.  'J'hey  and  their 
fathf'rs  loved  the  sanctuary,  'i'hev  iiad  seen  the  tinu-  when  they  had 
repaired  tliiiber  w  itli  arms  ni  tlicir  ham!-,  to  defcml  tiiem>e!\  e-.  lln  ir 
wives  and  litth'  ones,  while  enga^fd  in  di\iiu'  worship. i  Dui  alit  r 
17C>U,  at  the  close  of  the  French  w  ar,  if  not  earlier,  tin  re  w  as  no  lon- 


•  ?oe  .Xjipciubi,  Note  o. 
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p^or  any  fnar  of  an  aUack  from  blood  tliir.sty  snv:\'jo<.  Xo  more  did 
tlic  w  ar  ulioop  awake  the  sleep  ol"  the  cradle.  No  more  did  lliat 
unearthly  yell  send  consternation  and  dismay  ihrouirh  the  hearts  of 
motliers  and  fathers.  Peace  hrid  now  for  several  years  pervaded  all 
these  blessed  borders.  From  I'i'M),  this  region  had  been  remarkably 
favored  of  God.  Under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
the  spirit  of  God  came  down  like  a  miij:lity  rnsliinir  w  ind,  and  converts 
to  riiWileonsness,  in  this  rcL^on,  were  muUiplied  like  tiie  drops  of  iIm^ 
morninL";  dew.  A  great  part  of  thi^  town  belonged  to  the  Parish  of 
that  eminent  man  of  God.  And  it  was  in  Pasconnniick,  that  the 
great  revival  of  1739  commenced — a  revival  which,  in  its  progress, 
became  the  wonder  of  thousands  in  that  age,  both  in  this  country  and 
Great  Britain.  Seldom,  if  ever,  have  there  been  in  New  ICnglnnd 
richer  displays  of  divine  grace  in  the  renewal  and  formation  of  human 
character — in  fitting  men  for  duty  here, — and  glory,  and  honor  and 
irnmortalily  hereafter.  The  great  portion  of  the  populati(ui.  trained 
uuflcr  such  preaching,  and  created  anew  by  God's  truth  and  .spirit, 
were  {)rc-eminently  indoctrinated  in  lii.-^  word,  and  i)re-e!ii!nenily  con- 
scientious in  the  discharge  of  duly.  Tiie  settlers  of  all  the  Ilanij)- 
tons  were  originally  of  the  same  general  character.  All  of  ihc  old 
Puritan  stock,  they  were  in  the  main  rigid  and  exact  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  relative  duties  to  each  other,  and,  espcciall}',  of  what 
they  thouglit  they  owed  to  God.  In  nothing  were  the  fathers  of  tins 
town  more  con.^cientious,  than  in  the  oljservancc  of  the  Sabbath. 
They  universally  bc^^ui  it,  at  the  jroinor  down  of  the  sun,  or  at  dusk, 
Saturday  evening.  In  maiiy  cases,  preparations  were  made  lor  the 
joyful  coming  of  the  Sabbath  sometime  before  sun-set,  that  nothing, 
uiHiecessary,  might  })ossibly  interiere  with  the  sacred  observance  of 
the  Sabbath,  at  the  very  beginning  of  it.  'J'hc  father  shaved,  and  the 
mother  prejtared  every  thing  of  a  culinary  nature,  needed  the  ne.xt 
day,  that  coidd  w  ell  be  made  ready,  and  both  parents,  with  their  chil- 
dren and  the  book  of  God  open  before  them,  were  often  waiting-,  (^rc 
the  setting  of  the  sun,  lo  cross  together  the  sacred  llneslutld  of  the 
Sabbath.  And  then,  too,  with  what  pains  and  promjitiH  ;js,  they  wait- 
ed on  the  preaching  of  the  word  in  the  sanctuary.  How  constant  in 
their  attendance/**  llow  scuious  and  rinerent,  when  there.  'I'hey 
loved  the  preaching  of  (iod  s  word — they  loved  off  his  ordinances. 
Tlu!y  could,  patiently,  listen  an  hour  or  more,  to  the  exposition  of 
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some  truih  !)y  the  iinmortril  I'd  ward-.  And,  in  pravor,  ripproacliin;;^ 
in  no  sni;tll  degree  to  tlie  Icii^rtli  of  llic  sermon,  men  and  women  loo 
could  stand.*  Av.d  ifa  man  was  seated  in  prayer,  it  nmst  be  lie  v.as 
sick,  or  iiilirni  ;  and  if  it  occurred,  on  a  [)articular  SabbalJi,  lor  the 
first  time,  it  would  not  be  slrann;e  if  his  ca.'^e,  for  subsefjuent  d.iy>, 
were  a  m:itter  of  anxious  inquiry.  Many  often  stood  lhrou<jh  no 
small  j)art  (d"  the  dcliverv  of  the  sermon.  'J'he  truth  is,  tliev  were  no 
more  relucl  int  to  .'-land  during  praver,  iu  tlio.-c  davs,  tlian  men 
are  now  to  staiid  two  or  more  hours,  to  hear  some  great  staies- 
mun  di-coursc  on  the  great  principles  ol'  their  pr;rty.  Tiiese  men, 
])ow  ]\d\c.  strenglii  enouirh  of  nerve,  muscle  and  liud)  to  stand  before 
the:  st:;tesman  ;  and  so  h;i.d  tho-e  men  of  ancir  iit  times,  our  venerable 
fathers,  to  stand  before  (u)d,  in  liis  sanctuary,  in  accordance,  as  they 
l)elicvefl,  with  scri])ture  example,  and  the  ])raciire  of  all  th(>  ])rimitive 
chrisiinns.  The  nuxk-rn  position  in  prnver,  so  much  ado[)led,  has  ccr- 
tainl)-  the  ach'anlage  ol'  tiic  old.  in  lh::t.  it  is  more  comloriable, — easi- 
er ;  but  \".  ith  men  of  the  stmnp  of  our  fathers,  such  a  consideration 
would  surt  !y  have  little  ueighi. 

Great  stress  was  laid  by  men  of  tiie  past  generation,  on  the  per- 
ft)rmance  of  the  public  duties  of  the  Sabbath.  It  will  surprise  some 
of  my  hearers  to  be  informed,  that  a  law  once  existed,  compelling 
men  to  attend  meelinr;;  (.u  ilio  Sabbrith,  onc(>  evcrv  (piarier,  or  sub- 
mit to  the  itayment  of  a  fine  ]  sav  ncthiuL''  of  the  wisdom  of  such 
a  law.  The  l;iw  was  otice  or  twice  actually  enlorced  in  this  ])lace. 
And  then,  too,  tliat  other  law  v.  hich  forbade  all  unnecessary  travelling 
on  the  Sabba.th  :  how  fiitbrully  t!i;it  was  executed  by  tlie  warden  or 
lytliingman,  carrying  throuiTh  the  street  his  stalV  of  olVice.  And, 
constructed  as  the  galleries  then  werf,  in  the  meeting-houses,  a!i(l 
occupied  as  ihev  then  were,  almo-^t  entir(Mv  bv  the  youth,  how  fre- 
(piently  this  ellicer  h::d  occasion  to  exercise  the  dutic<  of  his  Cilice, 
during  and  after  divine  worship.  Olien  did  the  pla\  ful  boy.  srui^ly 
ensconced  in  one  corner  of  a  cidlerv  pew  or  pen,  ni'Mc  inieut  on  jday 
than  on  li>tenin'_'-  to  the  sermon,  hrar  the  monition  ot'the  lylhin-imaii, 
warning  him  bv  name,  with  stentorian  voice,  to  desist  from  his  play  ; 
and  someliuv/s,  too.  he  wi>hed  himself  verv  small,  as  the  self-impcir- 
taut  ofiicial  opencvl  tho  j)ow  d(>  'r.  l  )  "!;  him  out  ami  .-"liowtMl  him  up  to 
the  st;!ring  cou'O-eir.it ion.  J)iniu'Mhis  ojieration,  ;;t  lini;  -  intrrrupl- 
ing  the  good  nunister  in  the  delivery  o['  his  di^cour.-e,  tlie  unlucky 
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w  itrhl  certainly  felt  small  and  cheap  too,  whatever  his  size  may  h-.vc 
Ix'cn.  .AikI  how  dreaded,  too,  was  that  warden  iitaff,  hy  tlir*  young  folks, 
w  ho  were  hent  on  w  hi>|)(:riii<:,  lau^rhin;^;  or  playinir  in  divine  wor.-iii[), 
and  how  often  did  tliey  have  occasion  to  rue  tliat  propensity,  as  ih(;y 
felt  on  the  head,  the  rap  from  that  stafi',  not  soon  to  he  for'jf  iten. 

I>ut  those  men  of  former  times  liad  tlieir  \iews  of  duty.  \\ \*  will 
do  them  honor.  The  times  are  chanircd.  Those  men  were  among 
the  choicest  spirits  of  any  age.  And  I  love,  in  tliesc  d  ivs  of  ncnfral 
la\if\  ,  in  reir.ird  to  many  snhjects  of  vital  imj)ort;:nce,  to  dwf.ll  on 
tiieir  strictness,  their  conscientiousness,  their  moral  firnmess,  ilieir 
infk'xihle  integrity,  hecausc  as  they  understood  it,  tlicy  aimed  to  do 
lliL-ir  duty.  It  was  not  so  much  a  (pie.^tion  with  them,  whcth'T  this 
or  that  measure  be  popular,  but  whether  it  be  right.  It  was  a  dis- 
tinguishing trait  in  their  characters,  to  prefer  to  work  riLihteousness, 
in  obedience  to  God's  will,  whether  they  acted  as  jH'ivate  individn.ds, 
or  as  magistrates,  and  then  to  leave  all  consecpiences  to  II im.  Popu- 
larity was  the  rev/ard  of  doing  dutv.  And  other  things  being  ecjual, 
one  who  w;is  tlie  most  observant  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  was  the  mo-t 
likely  to  be  j)romoted  to  oliice  by  his  fellow-citizens.  l'o[)ularity 
Imnters,  and  office  hunters  were  much  more  scarce  in  this  region, 
seventy-five  or  one  hmidred  vears  n::o,  tlr.ni  thev  are  at  this  day.  Is 
he  honest  ?  Is  ho  ca})ab!e  I  \Vill  he  probably  do  his  duty  to  his 
country,  come  what  may  I — were  questions  much  more  apt  to  l)c 
.isked,  in  reference  to  (uialihcations  for  olike,  in  that  golden  aic 
IIow  dillbrent  from  such  mi-erable  interrogatories  as  lhe^c  : — lias  he 
done  well  for  his  party  ?    Is  it  net  his  turn? 

•  IJut  1  hasten  awav  from  the  arena  of  politics,  and  enter  a  far  more 
peaceful,  (piiet  and  delightfid  scene.  Our  fathers  not  only  loved  to 
unite  in  prayer  with  the  minister  in  tlie  sanctuary  ;  tliey  loved  al<o 
to  pray  in  the  family.  Family  prayer  was  nearly,  if  not  an  uni\ersal 
})ractice.  This  was  true,  I  believe,  long  after  the  settlement  of  the 
Jxcv.  Mr.  Williston,  which  occurred  Aug.  J:>,  Indeed,  I  can 

myself  well  remend)er,  wlum  it  wa.s  reir-irded  as  a  ra.ther  unusual  eii- 
ciun-^tance  for  a  head  ol'  a  lamily,  in  this  place,  m>t  to  lead  in  devo- 
tion in  his  famdy,  every  morning  and  evening.  Tlie  lamily  assem- 
ble.l  : 

I  *'  w  ith  >'^riitii-;  f.ii"'", 

Tliey  rciiiul  llif  lire         furm  a  circl-'  wiije  ; 
The  sire  turns  u  cr  wifh  patrinrrlial  praoe 
Tht.'  bii;  hall  hiljle,  oticf  liis  falli-  r  s  priilc  ; 
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Those  straics  lliat  once  did  sweet  in  Zion  glide, 

He  select?  a  ]»ortiorj  \\  ith  judicious  care. 
And,  '  let  u.s  v.  ursliij)  (Jod,'  he  say?,  with  solemn  air, 

 I'hen  t')  heaven's  eternal  Kinr^ 

The  saint,  the  lalJier,  and  the  liushaud  prays  : 
^  Hope  sprint's  exulting  on  Iriuinphani  wing, 

^  Tliat  thus  they  all  shall  meet  in  future  days  : 

There  evr;r  ba.sk  in  uncreated  rays. 
No  more  to  sigh  or  shed  the  bitter  tear  ; 

Together  hymning  their  Creator's  praise, 
In  such  60ciet\-,  yet  still  more  dear, 

While  circling  lime  moves  round  in  an  eternal  sphere." 

May  sucli  scenes  ever  exist  in  our  niid^t,  and  tlic  hallowiiifr  influ- 
ence of  family  ])rayer  i)C  felt  in  e\  ery  lioii.-cliold,  in  the  f<»rnialion  of  the 
intellectual  as  well  as  an!l  morn!  eliaraclcr.  Xoiir  can  unite  in  .^uch 
prayer  recrnlarly  every  niorninir  and  eveninir,  and  not  be  better  sons, 
and  better  daunrlUers,  better  men,  and  better  women,  citizens  and 
patriots  of  a  higher  and  nobler  style.  True  patriotism — !7enuinc 
love  of  country — the  true  friends  of  order,  government,  and  the 
union — the  staunchest  suj>porters  of  our  free  institutions  in  the  d;;y  of 
imminent  peril,  are  produced  by  such  inllucnces.  'J'he  men  of  this 
place,  in  1787,  who  stood  firmly  by  the  government,  when  disalTec- 
tion  to  it  was  rife  in  some  (piarters  of  t!iis  rejion,  were  men  who  had 
been  taught  around  tlie  family  altar,  belt(T  than  to  join  the  ranks  of 
rebellion  ;  so  that  in  those  ranks  only  a  single  individval  from  this 
place  could  be  found.  And  here,  I  cannot  omit  to  record  an  inci- 
dent, in  those  iimrs  of  frinl,  an  incident  of  great  interest  to  us,  the 
descendants  of  such  men.  \Viicn,  on  a  certain  occasion,  there  was 
a  gatherin<j  of  the  j)eople  near  wh.ere  we  are  now  assembled,  and  it 
was  proposed  In'  an  individual,'  in  order  to  test  their  forlin^s  and  to 
draw  out  and  unite  the  friends  of  law,  tiiat  all  who  were  Iriend^  of 
the  government  should  follow  the  tife  and  drum  ;  all  (o  a  man  fol- 
lowed.t  And  not  only  were  they  ready,  in  thi-^  way,  to  express 
tlieir  devotion  to  law  arid  order,  but  many  t)f  them  actually  engaged 
as  soldiers  in  j);:tting  down  the  insurrection.  Some  of  them  were 
at  Sj)ringli(dd,  with  thosp  few  hundred  of  government  troop-,  in  the 
barracks,  on  that  memoraI)Ie  day,  when  (icn.  Sii(>j)herd  was  most 
reluctanllv  comjxdled,  from  a  sense  of  dui\ .  to  fire  on  and  rout  ilie 
advanciu"-  hosi>  of  the  insur"-etiis  h'^  ided  hy  tlieir  clue!'. 


*  Dca.  .Stephen  W  ri-hl. 
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In  view  of  the  result,  I  mny  be  permitted  to  rciniirk,  lii>u  res»)lule 
and  courageous  men  arc,  when  conscious  tliey  are  on  the  ri^lit  -idc, 
engaged  in  sustaining  the  laws  and  regularly  couLiiiuled  authorities 
of  their  country,  even  thougli  they  themselves  are  much  fewer  in 
number,  antl  arrayed  against  fearful  odds,  as  was  the  case  on  that 
melancholy  occasion.  The  truth  is,  our  fathers,  si^veral  of  ulioni 
liad  been  engaged  in  the  revolutionary  conte.-t,*  and  all  had  suffered 
by  it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  prized  too  highly  what  had  been 
gained  by  that  struggle,  to  \s  iihstaiul  the  regular  operation  of  l:iw  by 
a  resort  to  arms,  or  to  allow  others  to  oppo.-e  it  in  this  way,  in  order 
to  redress  any  grievances  that  might  exist.  They  were  law  and 
order  men.  They  saw  j)lainly  in  the  train  of  successful  rebellion 
and  resistance  to  goverimient,  misrule  and  anarchy,  ami  the  lo-s  of 
all  that  they  held  most  dear. 

May  the  young  gentlemen  whom  ]  have  the  honor  and  the  pleasure 
to  address  this  evening — the  descendants  of  these  true  patriots,  ever 
manifest  such  devotion  to  our  free  institutions  and  our  glorious  union, 
when  the  crisis  shall  demand  it,  that  ihcy  who  may  come  after  them, 
may  be  as  jjroud  of  lluin^  as  we  are  to  day  of  ilmsc  jrum  irlimn  i/f 
arc  (hsccndid. 

lJut,  1  must  not  weary  your  patience,  though  the  chronicles  of  ihe 
town  are  not  yet  all  told.  There  still  are  incidents  of  interest  to  a 
native  of  this  town,  which  cannot  Jiow  be  told,  in  detail,  for  want  of 
time.  1  can  oidy  allude  to  some  of  them.  Such,  for  instance,  as 
the  existence  of  slavery  once,  on  what  is  now  our  soil;  so  that  we 
Juu-t  not  forget  that  the  evil,  the  existence  of  which  we  so  much 
deplore  at  the  South,  once  existed  here. 

iMy  informant  says,  llrit  "Joseph  Dartlett  had  two  slaves,  wlu.m 
he  set  free  by  his  will.  John  Lanckton,  of  1  \i.scomuuick,  had  a 
sla\  e  that  was  valued  in  his  inventory  at  sixtv  ])oun(ls.  These  are  nil 
the  slaves  probably  that  were  ever  ou  Jietl  in  what  is  now  l:^asthanipton.'" 

\or  ought  I  to  omit  stating  that  this  i»!:«ce  h;*.-  not  luen  ex(Miipt 
Irom  scenes  of  murderous  violence.  In  17^0, 1'^Iisha  ]>rown  was  kilK d 
by  one  Ni^rtnn,  in  a  fit  of  ungoverned  passion,  nearly  opjiosiie  to  the 
present  Xashaw.innuck  j'actory  boardini,'  hou<(\  A  few  years  h.ter, 
an  Indian  Wduiaii  was  kilird  ju.-t  below  the  i:r'.>l-mill ,  as  it  was  Mip- 
j>osed,  by  lu  r  hu^bau(l.  J^;tli  Norton  and  the  Indian  W(>rc  .si-\rr.dly 
arraigned,  on  Iri  d  f»>r  thfir  li\es,  but  lioiii  were  ac(iuilteil  t»f  be  ing 
l^'iiliy  of  a  rapit  il  «-rimf-. 
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And,  tiiat  other  sad  event,  of  arcidnital  killinL^  oui^^ht  to  he 
chronicled  here.  One  morning,  in  .Tanuar\,  17^0,  Saniutl  Cok-nian 
and  Ezeki^d  ^\'oo(l,  two  friends,  were  out  hunting  deer  on  ilie  present 
farm  of  John  Wright.  On  the  Inuiting  ground,  they  were  separated. 
It  was  a  foggy  day.  After  a  while,  Coleman  discovered  a  movement 
in  the  brush  not  far  from  him.  lie  thouglit  it  was  made  by  a  deer, 
a'ld  at  once  fired.  And  alas  I  he  had  bliot  his  Iriend  I  Tliis  event, 
of  course,  filled  the  heart  of  a  young  widi)wed  wife,  and  that  of  an 
aged  v.-iduwed  n:other,  with  the  iceenest  angui.-ii,  and  sent  a  thrill  of 
tiorrow^  through  a  sympathising  comnmniiy. 

lu  speaking  of  the  various  topics  of  interest  to  us,  I  must  not  n)rget 
just  to  glance  at  the  burial  places  of  past  generations.  ^Ve  have  a 
deep  interest  in  these  places ;  for  our  ancestors,  our  friends,  are 
sleeping  tlicrc. 

The  ground  adjacent  to  us  has  been  occupied  as  a  place  of  burial 
for  about  ninety-six  years.  It  was  originally  owned  by  lienja- 
n\\[\  l.ynian,  son  of  him  uiio  was  one  of  the  purchasers  of  Scliool 
meadow,  whose  child  was  the  first  one  deposited  here.  The  original 
ground  was  probably  given  by  the  owner  for  a  burying  place.  The 
otiier  cemetery,  in  Pascomnmck,  was  given  by  l^liakim  Clark;  and 
the  first  one  buried  there  u'as  a  child  of  Jonathan  Janes,  in  17*-">. 

In  these  cemeteries,  or  sleeping  places,  as  the  term  originally  im- 
])lies,  liave  been  laid  a  multitude  of  all  ages.  The  infant  of  days  ; 
the  young  man  in  his  full  vig(.)r  and  strength,  the  maiden  in  the  bloom 
of  life,  on  eacii  of  wliom  centered  the  fondest  parental  hopes;  the 
man  of  business,  too,  called  away  in  the  midsl  of  all  his  cares,  in  the 
meridian  of  lilc  ;  tl:e  mother,  who  it  seemed  could  not  be  spare  d  from 
her  babes;  the  aged  fuhers  and  mothers  in  Israel,  the  pioneers  of 
every  good  work  here,  the  firm  supporters  of  every  thing  excellent, 
havin'j;  done  iriuit  tin  \j  could,  rest  herir  from  tlu  ir  labors.  iJere,  the 
mortal  part  w  ill  sleej)  till  awakened  by  the  trumpet,  on  that  eternal 
morning.  ilow  useful  to  us  to  visit  these  burial  places,  to  study  the 
instructive  and  im]|)re-sive  Irs-ons  beiore  us  there.  And  if  tlu  re  be 
an  interest  taken  in  the  in\isible  world,  in  the  sleeping  du>l  of  men, 
why  should  we  not  clierish  these  ])laces  of  the  departed,  adorn  them 
wiih  llow{  rs,  and  shrubs,  and  trees,  to  make  ilu-m,  thu-,  interesting 
places  of  resort  for  rellection,  and  see  to  it,  loo,  that  they  arc  kej)t 
sacred  from  e\ery  unhailowed  j)urpo.-e  ?  A  suitable  attention  to  llx^ 
cemetiM-y  turni>lies  a  mo.^i  imporiant  tf-tiinoiiv  in  fi\or  of  any  jieojtle. 
)v"t  us,  then,  b'^  <Mititl('tl  to  this  l"i\oi  ,ib!'^  ir-iimouy,  by  i!u-  r.uf  w 
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sliall  lulcc  of  these  (rrounds  from  year  to  year.  Le.ive  thotn  not  to 
!)('  iieulected  and  Ibrsaken,  so  thai  they  shall  he  the  nio.-t  ri)ih)ra  uf 
nil  places  in  our  midst. 

But  1  hasten,  in  closinir,  to  rulvcrt  to  the  interest  taken  here,  in 
earlier  times,  in  the  cause  of  education.  It  seems  "  Northampton 
first  appropriated  money  for  schoolinij  at  Bartlett's  mill  and  ?a:?com- 
muck,  in  1748,  and  nearly  every  year  after  tiiat.  Previously  to  that, 
there  was' no  school  e.xccpt  in  ihe  old  village. "  To  this  stateint  in, 
my  friend. adds  as  follows  :  "  I  find,  however,  one  aj^propriation  for  a 
school  at  Pascommuck,  in  1739."  lie  says  "  the  schools  were  kept 
by  w/rrt,- and  in  the  irlnlcr  and  sprimr  ouli/.  'J'he  conmion  i)rice  for 
teaching  was  six  shillings  a  week,  or  twenty-four  shillnj^<  a  iiionlli, 
and  the  teachers  boarded  themselves.  Obadiah  Janes,  Phillip  Clark, 
Joel  Parsons,  and  other.-<  kept  school,  at  tliis  rate.  A\'hcn  the  teacher 
lived  out  of  the  district,  something  more  was  given.  After  Josej>h 
Bartlett's  death,  that  district  was  coninjonly  called  Clapp's  Farm?.'' 
These  were  truly,  according  lo  present  views  on  this  subject,  humble 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  education.  Perhaps  they  were  all  that  could 
be  expected  to  be  made  in  that  age.  While  the  wages  of  tlie  teach- 
ers were  low,  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  wa^res,  also,  of  the 
laborer  on  the  farm  were  low.  An  excellent  hand  could  then  be 
obtained  on  the  farm  throufrh  the  year,  probably  for  oo  or  -10  doil-'irs. 
There  was  hardly  any  em})loyjnent,  in  winter,  for  men  in  those  times, 
except  in  doing  what  was  connected  with  farmin::^  operations.  So 
that  school-keeping,  after  all,  was  not  a  business  so  very  nmch  und(  r- 
l)aid,  for  the  tinu'.s.  JJe  that  as  it  !nay  have  been,  educatioji  was  not 
neglected.  Men  were  found  to  teach  school,  at  tlie  price  already  sla- 
ted, though  with  qualifications  very  much  inferior  to  what  are  retiuircd 
of  teachers  of  connnon  schools,  at  this  dav.  Vroin  these  hu?ni'!e 
begimiings,  the  system  of  common  school  education  :rrew  more  and 
more  into  f.ivor,  and  long  since  was  firmly  e.-iabli>!ied  in  the  hearts  u[ 
the  people. 

I'a^thampton,  it  is  believed,  has  furnishrd  her  full  quota  of  ukmi 
educated  at  C'ollcge.  The  population  was  small,  wo  ha\<'  seen, 
wiicn  incor[)oraled  into  a  Di.^lrict,  and  it  increased  l)ut  slowly:  ^o 
tint,  at  no  time,  |)revi(>u^lv  to  tlu^  la^l  census,  had  it  excix^dcd  '  lo. 
Our  population  at  each  census  has  been  as  Ibllows  :  In         — lo7  ; 

iwno— .-i^G  ;  i>io_(;(;u;  is-^o— i-2  ;   i<:]()_745  ;  i>40— ; 

l^">n— tlu'  >tal.'  census;  I'.  S.  census. 

'J'hough   our  p-o[)nl.ition    has    been    so  small,   twenty    from  this 
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town  liave  received  tlio  lienors  of  College.*  Tlii'rtccii  of  llii? 
nnnibor  have  been  licensed  to  preiicli  the  goj^pel.  And  it  may 
l)C  noticed,  as  rather  remarkable,  it  is  not  known  that  more  than  two 
of  the  wliole  number  have  departed  this  liie.  Ail  tlie-e  have  been 
educated  since  tlie  commencement  of  tlie  ministry  <>{  our  venerable 
first  Pastor.t 

And  here  in  this  connexion,  some  account  ought  to  be  jriven  of  the 
origin  and  design  of  Willislon  Seminary,  established  here  by  the 
extraordinary  munificence  of  the  Hon.  Sami  rl  ^V"ILLISTo^•.  This 
Insiitntiou  originated  in  a  desire  to  extend  tlic  advantages  of  a  thor- 
ough training;,  in  the  elements  of  an  I'^nnrlish  and  Classical  education. 
The  idea  of  such  a  school  was  suggested  sometime  before  the  close 
of  1810;  but  it  was  not  fully  and  fmally  decided  to  found  and  locate 
it,  here,  till  December  of  that  year,  or  in  January,  lS-11.  In  Fciiruary 
following,  it  was  incorporated  wiili  tlic  power  to  hold  >^-jO,0(JO  for 
educaliojial  purposes  ;  and  not  oidy  tlwit  amount,  but  ^'^>,()0i)  in 
addition,  lias  been  fully  exjjendod  in  its  estal)lishment  and  endow/nent. 
It  was  opened  for  the  a(lini?sion  of  students,  Dec.  2,  18-11. 

The  founder  of  this  Scininnry  :iiul  its  e-irlv  friends,  hoped  that  the 
existence  of  such  a  school,  of  the  high  order  they  contemphiled, 
would  gre;itly  promote  the  interests  of  Academical  education  in 
AVestern  Massachusetts.  It  was  not  their  aim  merely  to  multiply 
Academies.  These,  such  as  they  were,  were  already  quite  numerous 
enoun;h  in  this  reQ'iou.  But,  they  had  either  a  very  small  endowment, 
or  none  at  all  ;  and  were  generally  firmed  or  let  vni  to  teachers,  wlio 
kept  up  schfxvls,  in  the  best  way  they  cotdd,  through  the  year,  or  a 
part  of  it.  There  could  >-eldom  be  anv  divi>ion  of  laixtr  in  teaching, 
for  want  of  fLinds  to  |)rocure  a  suitable  nundier  of  competent  teachers. 
The  minds  of  the  teachers  were  often  distracted  by  the  many  recita- 
tions thev  w(^re  obliircd  to  hear,  in  a  manner  as  unsatisfictc^ry  to 
themselves  as  to  their  pupils.  And  then,  ai^aiu,  there  was  a  lixr'k  ol 
discipline  in  tlie<e  Academies  gcMu^rally,  so  c-seiitial  to  {\\v  e\i>tcucc 
of  a  good  school.  It  was  not  strange  that  the  motive^  to  have  as 
large  a  number  as  po>sibIe  connected  with  the  Aca.deuiy — because 
the  more  stmlents,  the  imnr  sahiry — ^hould  i>rten  ha\e  liad  too  strong 
an  inlhience  for  ^^uhh]  of  tlie  Acach  iii}  ,  in  retainiuLf  scholars. 
And  as  no  school  can  !>,«  di-tin jin-hed  for  thoroULrlmos  of  in-truc- 
lion,  nule---  ('(juallv  marked  in   it'<  rliaracti^r  for  strictness  of  disci- 
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pliiio,  it  was  (lecmod  an  object  of  :_fro:it  inonicul  to  ilic  iiiicrcsl-  of 
education  in  tliis  region,  that  an  acadeniiccil  in-titniion  sliould  Ix- 
est:d)li<lied,  with  a  sufljcicnt  endownu'iit,  on  the  one  hand,  lo  alhiw 
the  emjdoynient  of  an  adcqu.iti^  nmnljer  of  acconipli-hc(l  teacheip, 
witli  the  necessary  di\ ision  of  hihor  in  teacliin^  ;  and  on  tlie  other 
haiid,  tliat  the'^c  teachers  should  he  independent  in  the  contr(jl  and 
goverinnent  of  their  pupils.  Strictness  in  (li>ripli!ie,  and  tliorounrh- 
iiess  in  instruction,  with  the  word  of  (jod,  were  to  constitute  the 
true  basis  of  the  new  institution.  Jts  crowning  excellence  was  to 
consist  in  a  faithful  api)lic;!Lion,  on  the  j)art  of  the  teachers,  i»f  the 
r great  i)rinciplcs  of  the  ]]ible  to  the  cfnisciences,  intellects  and  hearts 
of  their  pupils.  Unless  the  above  named  objects  were  steadily  keju 
in  \\o\v  by  the  teacluMs,  and  as  steadily  pursued,  the  existence  of  the 
Seniinary  was  not  demanded.  AVith  tlie-e  sure  elcnients  of  ])ros- 
pcrily,  and  amply  endowed,  as  it  was  lo  be,  to  enable  the  teachers 
to  accomplish  the  dcsi2:ns  in  view,  its  establishment  was  reirarded,  at 
the  time  it  was  founded,  as  an  object  of  the  hiLrlu^t  importance. 
The  fact  that  within  a  few  years  after  it  went  into  o[)(:r;:ti<)n,  thousands 
of  our  youth  had  availed  themselves  of  its  advantages,  is  evidence 
of  the  high  c;siimation  in  which  it  was  held  by  the  public,  and  also  of 
thr:  \\  isd(^m  of  its  establishment.  Of  these  thousands,  many  have 
completed  their  collegiate  course,  man)  others  are  now  in  college, 
while  several  hundred  more,  having  been  greatly  aided  here  in  (juali- 
fying  themselves,  as  teachers  in  our  common  schools,  have  been  and 
still  are,  engaged  in  that  very  important  sphere  of  duty.  ( 'ne  great 
obj  ct  in  view  in  the  establishment  of  the  Seminary,  was  to  raise  up 
an'd<pialify  conunon  school  teachers  for  their  employnuMii. 

Ju  consc<iucnce  of  the  existence  of  the  Sennnary,  t!ie  removal  of 
the  Button  Works  of  vS.  Willi^ton  Co.,  to  this  pl;;ce,  three  ymrs- 
since,  and  the  incorporation  of  the  Na^hawrinnuck  Sus]niui(M-  Facto- 
ry, owned  by  the  abo\e  hrm,  and  adjoiuiuir  to  the  liulton  W'cuks,  the 
I'opulalion  and  \aluation  of  this  town  have  i,rrcatly  incnMMwI.  The 
valuation  for  was  s  1    I  ,(i:57,  and  of  1  >oO,     J  :M  ,.■">(;  1.  About 

sixty-five  dwelling  houses,  besides  j)ubric  buildiUL;-^  and  >l<irc,v^  ha\i' 
bct'u  erected  since  IS  10,  wit  bin  a  mih^  of  tli<'  ctMilcr  c^t"  the  town. 
From  an  inconsiderable  j)lac(',  tln-^  has  brcomi^  our  of  the  mo-t  thriv- 
ing villages  in  this  ri-^inu.  To  one  w  lio  can  look  {o  the  time  w  lirn 
I'asihampton  was  incorporated  as  a  Di-trict,  a.nd  tin*  lir.-t  Pallor  ^oon 
niter  settled  in  tlif  miin-lry,lhe  chanir,  hrrf,  mu-l  .ippcar  very  ineai. 
-\n<l  v,h;it  remini -cfucc-,  both  sad  and  i»l'M~iu:',  tint  foniK  r  i*.i:-lor 


ijiuslliavc;  sad  as  he  renccts  iliilall  the  men  iv\oiit y-onc  years  uf 
age,  who  could  liave  leirally  taken  any  i)art  in  invilin^'  lilni  to  selile 
Jiere  as  Pastor — all,  with  a  >iiiL,de  cxcention,  have  gone  before  him 
irjto  the  eternal  world  ;  and  plcasinir,  as  he  views  the  prosperity  ol" 
tlie  peo{)le  of  Ins  late  rharire,  from  the  Sahhath  morniiii^,  w  hen  he 
came  from  Pasconnnuck  for  the  first  time  into  this  place,  wendini'' 
Iiis  wa\'  aloiiu  up,  parth  tliron^h  hru>h  and  woods,  to  preach  his  lir.-i 
sermon,  lierc,  in  tlial  hnnd)lo  and  unfinished  house  of  worship,*  that 
stood  within  the  park  enclosure. 

What  reminiscences,  I  say,  he  nnist  have  in  view  of  the  cljauL^es 
that  have  occurred  durinir  this  lon^r  period,  so  eventful  to  ]!a>thamj)- 
ton  !  No  one  in  the  evenini^r  of  life  can  have  so  deliLditlul  rellcction.-, 
as  tlic  faithful  mini.-ler  of  the  L''o>pel.  As  no  other  profe=?ion  i<  -o 
nohle,  so  he  who  can  look  back  on  a  life  well  sjx-jit  in  that  j)rof.->-ion 
has  his  own  j^eculiar  reward,  even  on  this  side  t>f  the  <rruve.  And 
then,  too,  that  crown  of  li!e  that  is  laid  up  for  the  faithful.  And  the 
waitin^r  lor  this  in  hundjlc  liope  and  chcerfid  expectation,  ti)L'ether 
with  the  present  reward,  must  i^ild  the  eveninir  hori/on  of  ("ilfi- 
fi/l  and  hclorfd  Pastor  with  tiu;  mildest  radiance.  I  low  blc.-st d  it  i-^ 
to  be  qualihed  to  do  good  and  to  have  a  heart  to  do  it.  J  low  Ide.-^cd 
to  be  a  i)enefactor  to  our  race. 

« ; 

"1  venerate  the  iikim  \v)ios<'  lioart  is  warn., 
Whose  hands  arc  jxirc,  \\  lioi':"  tlortrine  and  \\  liose  lilo  , 
Coincident,  »-xhil)il  lii'  id  firoof 
That  he  is  horii  vt  in  the  cacn-d  cause.''  ^ 

•►See  Ap|>cntii.\,  Noi*- 
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NoTK  1.  Northampton  was  iiiroi  |i()ralC(l  in  1G.')4  ;  Soutliamplon,  IT.'iH  ; 
\\'cstliauij)li)ii,  1778  ;  Kaatliaui  as  a  d  isliict,  ]  7cf5,  and  as  a  tow  n,  ]  tU'J. 

I'.astliaiiijjlcjii  is  tJie  snialli.-.st  ol"  the  four  llainptf)iis  in  loiriKiry,  and  nf\l  to 
iS'ortfianipion  in  pojui latiun.  Tiit;  inlialiitanls  of  JCastiianiplun,  as  a  district, 
enjoye  d  all  lli-.'  pri\ i l>'g<.s  oC  towns,  cxcpt  lliry  w  ere  not  c  milled  to  a  r(.  j)rc- 
Ktiit.ilisc  in  llic  l.t.'L'islatnrc.  Tliey  were  represented  witii  Nortliainplon. 
The  legal  \  oters  of  tiic  dislri'  t  voted  at  Nortlianipton,  at  the  representative 
flection,  in  May,  aniinall}',  for  representatives  lor  Luili  tiiat  town  and  the 
tlisirict. 

jNot}'  2.  The  name  ot"  Mount  'roni  is  said  to  liavc  heen  dori\ed  from  the 
following  rircnnistaiicc.  nelorc  the  settleinenl  ol'  this  region,  an  exploring 
parly,  to  which  Lelon^jed  Ser2:t.  llohoke  anil  ("or[toral  Thonia<,  called  Tom, 
came  up  iVoni  ^^juingfield,  or  Windsor,  (^l.,  and  the  latter,  asceintinir  the  sinn- 
inil  near  us,  surveyed,  with  delight,  tiie  beautiful  \allrv  in  a  state  of  nature, 
and  «;ave  his  narlic  to  t|io  elevation  on  which  lie  >io(jil.  TJie  cxlcnsi\e  vi'jw 
from  it,  at  that  time,  must  have  been  lull  of  interest,  but  liow  much  more 
delii^hlfu!  is  the  mora!  scenery  w  hicli  now  nic<  ts  tlie  eye  of  the  beholder  from 
thai  point  !  It  is  l);lie\i  d  tint  tht  fc  are  very  few  jilaci  s  in  the  inl-'rior  nf  our 
country,  froi\i  v,  hich  so  nun  h  can  be  seen  to  ;/ralify  the  heart,  devoted  to  tho- 
great  interests  of  education  and  reIi:,'ion.  Not  onl\  are  literary  institutions, 
lounded  by  a  remarkable  s[)irit  of  christian  benevolence,  in  full  view,  but  also, 
on  almost  every  hand,  are  seen  the  spires  of  churches,  assuring  the  frieml  ol' 
<>(hI  and  man,  that  in  this  region  arc  laid  [)road  and  deej),  the  .soliil  founda- 
tions of  civil  and  religious  freedom,  fur  future  generations. 

Mount  Tom  is  partly  in  Northampton,  and  parilv  in  J^nstliampton.  The 
latter  town  extends  down  to  liie  (.'onnccticut  ri\ er,  cutting  niT  entir<'|\  from 
the  luain  part  of  Norlliamptou,  two  stuall  school  di.-trii-t-  which  lielonu  to  that 
town,  and  are  mo>;ly  between  ih"  Mount  Tom  range  and  ('onneeticiit  ri \ '  r. 
i?"tMe  (.f  ihf  inhabitants  of  tin-  jiortion  of  Northampton,  separal<  il  as  they  are 
Irom  the  main  part  of  thai  tftwn,  petitioned  the  Legislature,  a  few  yenr>>  since, 
»'»  be  ann»'M'd  to  I'.ast!iampt«>n  ;  but  the  subject  did  not  recci\e  suitable  alien- 
'•"n,.iud  thi'  petili'Mi  u,i^  withdriwn. 
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Niiif.  3.  J.iciil.  ('lark  .lid  rmi  hduim  t"">  I'l'-  srouliiig  |>-'^rty  cotniuumlctl  \)\ 
Col.  AV'illiaiM.s,  but  was  in  tlit-  fort  near  the  Lake,  at  the  distance  of  a  few 
miles  from  llie  scene  ol'  sl  ini^htf-r,  wIktc  he  hravuly  aided  in  the  repulse  ol' 
the  enemy,  iirider  Harem  Dicslcau,  as  ihc-y  rushed  on  irreatly  elated  with  their 
success  in  tlic  defeat  of  the  sctmting  party.  Lieut.  Clark  was  also  at  Tieoii- 
ileroga,  three  years  after^  when  the  British  were  defeated,  with  great  carnuL'e, 
in  their  attempt  to  take  that  forlr».'ss.  British  pride  saved  the  ccdonial  troops- 
on  that  occasion,  as  they  were  not  allowed  to  take  any  part  in  the  assault. 

NoTK.  -1.  As  an  iridufcmeiit  fur  him  to  remain  herf,  his  friends  procured  for 
him  a  LieutenaMl's  commission  iiom  the  Colonial  Government. 

An  incident  may  here  he  related,  concerning  J^ienl.  hfearl,  showing  the 
[)o\ver  w  hich  earl\  training  has  on  the  mind.  A  professor  of  religion  himself,  he 
was  on  a  certain  occasion,  hy  the  bed-sid-j  of  a  dying  Christiaji  wonian.  I'n- 
der  the  influenee,  for  the  moment,  ol'  the  delusions  of  his  Catholic  fiith,  he 
recpiested  her  to  remember  Jiim  in  her  prayers  when  in  Heaven.  But  in».tanlly 
recollecting  Jiimself,  he  expressed  emotions  of  astonisiimcnt,  thut  he  should 
have  made  such  a  re([uest. 

NoTK  5.  Jan.  1-',  17^(j,  the  brethren  of  tlic  churcli  met  for  lh<:>  purp-oe  of 
choosing  deacons.  They  voted  to  cIjuosc  three,  and  they  made  choice  of  Thil- 
lip  Clark  and  Stephen  Wright.  '  Ca])!.  Phillip  Clark  declined  to  accept  the 
oiri.-e. 

The  names  of  those  who  have  l)een  successively  cho-en  deacons  of  \\\\< 
rhurch,  and  have  olliciated  in  that  cTpacil}',  are  as  follows  :  St'  jdien  ^\'righ', 
Benjamin  Lyman,  Obadiah  Janes,  Joel  Tarsons,  Solomon  Lyman,  'J'liaddeiis 
Claj)]),  Sylvester  Lyman,  Julius  llannum,  IthaiiKir  Clark,  Llea/.er  W.  Ihinnuui, 
Samuel  W'illistoii.  «« 

Noxr.  G.  Not  only  were  our  faile-rs,  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  region, 
obliged  to  carry  arms  to  mt-eling  on  the  Sa!>!)ath,  but  tIie_N  went  armed  also  in- 
to their  fields  of  laijor  J  aPil  while  some  labor>;d,  olliers  >too(l  guard  for  their 
mutual  delence.  3Ien  were  killeti  in  g"ing  to  their  work,  or  returning  fi"m 
it — in  the  field,  or  on  the  road  -id"  —  in  tiie  dwelling  house,  or  near  it.  It  was 
truly  with  great  j)eril  and  sacrifice,  that  this  fertile  and  beautiful  vaiMey  was 
settleil  and  cultivated,  and  those  Listitutions  established,  which  are  by  far  the 
mo>t  preeious  legacy  that  has  descended  to  us  from  our  fathers. 

NoTh.  7.  The  regular  attcndanco  of  our  ancestors  at  meeting  on  the  Sal)- 
l»nth  with  tlieir  familie.>,  often  very  numerous,  was  remarUable.  .Many  li\  ed 
five,  si\,  or  more  miles  from  a  plarr  ,,|"  piddic  wor.-hip.  In  winter,  they  u>ed 
sleighs;  in  ;i!l  other  seasons,  tiny  mu-;t  either  walk  or  ride  liorsebark  If 
Trovidence  permittrd,  ihey  were  eon-trained  bv  a  lo\e  of  the  truth  to  attend 
on  the  services  r)f  the  SanrtiKnv,  t boni'li  tlir\  li\t  ii  ren-ote  I'roni  it.  It  was 
indeed  no  small  ent-  rprise,  in  those  tinn  s,  to  pro\ ide  l'>r  the  conveyance  to 
niccling  of  a  nnm-  ro'i-  lamily,  living  n!anv  mile-  tVoni  lie  hon-v-  of  wor-hip. 
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If  tlic)  went  horseback,  the  hor<es  inu<t  be  rcmly  at  a  gcastjii.ibli:  hour,  each 
h  on  a  saddle  and  a  pillion.    The  several  members  of  the  limulv  mounted 

lri>iii  a  horiie-block,  standinij  near  every  dwelling  jiousc.  The  lather  and 
niother,  on  one  )iorse,  with  one,  perJiap.s  two,  of  the  youngest  children  in  their 
arms,  led  the  way,  while  the  older  members,  two  on  each  horse,  followed.  At 
the  house  of  worship,  were  horse-blocks  for  dismounting,  conveniences  deemed 
quite  as  necessary  to  meeting-houses,  as  the  steps  lo  tlie  same.  ^Vagons, 
»Ira\vn  by  one  horse  or  two,  were  unknown  in  those  times.  It  is  (juitc  certain 
llijt  ^i-\ty  }ears  ago,  tii'/re  w;is  nol  one  two  Jiorse  v.'.'igou  in  tlii.>  phi'  i;.  \\'agon8 
(h.iwu  by  single  hoists  were  iiitrodu'-t'il  Jiere  about  ISlOor  l;;lJ,aiitl  their 
introduction  Wiis  regarded  with  nim  li  inteie.-^t. 

NoTF.  8.  To  accommodate  the  worshijiping  audience  in  jirayor  in  llio 
nieeling-houses,  many  of  the  scats  were  made  to  be  raised  up,  w  hen  the 
audience  rose  in  i)r;iyer.  The  iiged  among  us  will  easily  recollect  the  clatter 
tliat  followed  at  the  close  of  tJie  jira^c-r,  in  putting  down  the  scats. 

Note  9.  It  ought  to  be  stated  here,  tiiat  not  only  at  the  time  alluded  to  in 
the  .'-ketch,  but  also  in  tlie  early  part  of  this  century,  a  remarkable  union  of 
n.'fitinR'nt  prevailed  here  in  relation  to  jiolitical  subjects,  I'or  many  years 
almost  all  the  votes  cast  for  t^talc  oillcers  were  for  the  cundiilates  of  one  party. 
]\'ot  mure  than  ten  at  the  most,  at  any  election,  u  ere  given  in  opj)Osition  to  tiie 
m.ijority.  And  it  may  be  added,  thai  not  less  in  religious,  than  in  jjoiilical 
sentiments,  this  people  were  then  rcinarJwtbly  united. 

NoTt  10.  It  is  not  known  e.xaclly  how  many  from  wliat  i-  now  l^a-lhainp- 
(on  were  engaged  in  the  war  ol"  the  devolution.  It  is  cerl-iin  that  among  those 
engaged,  more  or  less,  in  the  service  of  tlicir  country,  were  Capt.  Josejih  Cla])p, 
and  (iuartcr  Master  Benjamin  (/lap[)  ;  Doct.  Ste^dien  ^^'ood,  and  his  sons, 
Daniel  ami  David, — the  father  died  in  tlie  service  at  ^Vest  Point  ;  John  Clapp, 
who  was  in  the  army  four  years  ;  IJenjajnin  Lyman,  Jr.,  Stephen  U'right,  Jr., 
D>i\id  Cla[ij>,  who  never  returned,  Levi  Clapp,  Lliakim  Chirk,  al'ierwards  Cap- 
lain,  IJai/.iliai  r.rewer,  and  ^\"illel  Chapman.  'J'lie  last  two  died  in  the  army. 
Moses  (jOucIi,  brought  up  in  this  jtlace,  served  as  a  soldier  through  the  war, 
ami  in  January,  IT'JT,  \\  as  instantly  killed  here  by  the  fall  of  a  tree. 

The  soldiers  irom  this  town  at  ISi)ringficld,  were  commajided  by  Ca])t.  David 
Lyman,  and  his  Lieutenant,  was  Noah  Janes,  afterwards  Captain. 

I)uiiiii:  tlx-  la.-l  J5rili-li  war,  Lieiilenaiit  ThaiMeus  I'iir.-on-,  a'"lei\\  ;;rds  Cap. 
tain,  and  fourteen  pri\  ate  soldiers,  \s  ert-'  drafted  iVoiii  the  militia  company  in 
thi>  town,  and  they  niarclied  to  Ho-ton  fur  its  defence.  'I'liey  all  retiirm.d 
after  an  ab.-,enec  of  a  lew  weeks. 

NoTi.  IL  The  following  brief  account  of  tlio-e  nnIio  lia\e  gra»luated  at 
(,'ollegc,  it  was  thought  would  interest  many  friends,  ami  was  therefore  ileemcd 
vvorlhy  a  place  in  the  appeJidi.x. 

Azanah  Clark  grailuated  at  \\  illiwni.>  College  in  lc()r>  ;  >ludied  The. dogy  ; 
^vas  onlained  and  settled  in   the  mlni^tl)   at  Canaan,  N.  V.,  and  alKi  many 
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years  dismissed  ;  and  in  IS'W  removed  to  Colchrook,  Ct.  where  he  died  as 
Pastor  in  l-rlJ?,  aged  54. 

Job  Clark  graduated  at  \Villiams  College,  ISll  ;  was  a  jdivsician  niaiiv 
ye  ir.'*  in  Wi-stfiold,  then  removed  to  liavcnna,  Ohio,  where  he  is  still  cnijilu)  cd 
in  llie  iiicdic:il  |)r'<l''>.--!')ii. 

Klam  C.  Clark  giaduiilr-d  at  \\'illiams  Collej^'C,  1^12;  studio  J  Theolojrv,  was 
ordained  I'a^lor  of  a  ehiircli  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  April,  1  "^'J I  ;  dismissed 
JV'hruary,  ;  tawijht  school  in  Creenwich,  and  .Sullie.'d,  Ct  ,  and  died  at  the 

last  named  place,  Fthrnary,  IS37,  aired  1^. 

Theodore  Clapp  graduated  at  Vale  College,  1514  ;  studied  Tiieoloory  ;  vvas 
onliiified  and  settled  as  Pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  clinreli  in  New 
Orlean-,  \viiirh  relation  he  still  sii^iains. 

Solomon  layman  graduated  at  Yale  College,  15"2'2 ;  studied  Theohjgy  ; 
ordained  a  n»inister  of  the  gospel  ;  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Keeseville,  -\.  V.; 
afterwards  at  Poultney,  \'t.,  then  rejnovcd  to  this  town,  and  i<  still  empli>yed 
in  preaching  in  a  neighboring  \  illagc. 

Sutnnor  (J.  Clapj)  graduated  at  Vale  College.  lS*i"2 ;  studied  Thoologv  ; 
ordained  and  settled  in  tli-'  mini>trv  at  Fntield,  afterwards  at  (/aliiitvillc  ;  and 
then  removed  to  i^'t  Johnshnry,         where  lie  was  recently  installed  as  l'a<tor. 

l-niher  Wright  graduated  at  Yale  College,  ;  Tutor  several  years  in  that 
College;  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel;  afterwards  en.'jdoyed  as  Associate 
Princi])al  of  the  Ellington  School,  Ct.  ;  then  Princijtal  of  Leicester  Academy, 
;ind  more  recently  of  Williston  Seminary  ;  and  now  of  a  private  Classical 
School. 

Sylvester  Clapp  graduated  at  Union  (college,  IS'io  ;  studied  Theology  ;  was 
ordained  and  settled  in  the  State  of  -Maine;  and  also  employed  as  Princij)al 
of  an  Academy. 

Silas  C.  Brown  graduated  at  Union  CA)llege,  j)roIi;ibly  about  l-^'J-';  studied 
Theology;  was  ordained  and  settled  in  the  niini>lry  in  ^\'estern  New  York. 

Francis  Janes  graduated  at  Williams  Colleg-',  I-^">1)  ;  studied  Theology  ; 
licensed  to  preach  the  gospel;  ord;iined  and  settle'!  in  the  mini.-lry  in  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Theodore  U.  \Vri:rlit  entered  Vale  College,  Ic'j.");  rem.iiiied  b-'twecn  one  and 
!\vo  years  ;  left  owing  to  ill  health  ;  receiveil,  1>'.53,  the  Honorary  degrt-c  of  A, 
M  y  from  Yale  College  ;  em[doyed  in  teaching  some  years  as  Principal  of  the 
Hartford  City  (irammar  Sc  hool  ;  ami  removed  atierw  anis  lu  \\  i.-.  oii-in,  where 
lie  is  now  eng;:ge<l  in  business. 

Tii"rnt..u  W.  Clapp  graduated  at  \\'illiam<  C«dlege,  ;  was  Prof,  of  .Math- 
ematics, in  Washington  College,  IMiss.;  studied  Theology  ;  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel  in  the  Kpiscopal  clu'rch,  and  preached  some  years  ;  and 
then  was  cmplnved  as  teacher. 

J'dmuiul  Wright  -zraduated  at  Williams  Colleoo,  1^;^G  studicil  Theology; 
ordained  minister  of  the  go-pel;  was  Home  .Mi^-.i(, nary  for  many  ye.irs  in 
^^'estern  ."Mi— ^ouri;  recentiv  wa>  stationed  ns  Pavfor  in  St.  Uoui>,  ami  is 
Sccrelar)  of  the  Hmne  .M is.-^iunary  So<  i<  tv  of  that  State. 

Jo<iah  I.ymaii  graduated  at  William-  CmIK;."-,  studied  Theolngy  :  w;ih 
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a  licensed  preaclier  ;  afterwards  Principal  of  ;im  Acadcmv  in  Vl.,  firid  lUou  of 
of  tlie  Arademy  at  Lenox,  were  he  still  reside?. 

Addison  l.ynian  I'radiiated  at  W^illiains  College,  ]  5^.33 ;  studi'.d  Theology; 
was  liccnstd  to  prtjacii  the  go>i)el  ;  removed  to  Illinois,  where  he  has  been 
ciMplnyed  both  as  a  Preacher  and  I'rinr  ipal  of  an  AeadLMoy. 

J;ilje:i£  IJ.  J^j'nian  f^raduated  at  Aniherst  Colh.-j^e,  ii-i]  ;  ^^^ldi<.■d  'J'fieoluuy  ; 
rcsidtid  some  years  in  Germany,  as  a  student  in  one  of  I'lc  Universities  ; 
r'^tiirned,  and  liai;  been  employed  as  Princijial  of  a  Pemale  Seminary  at  Abbe- 
Nilb-,  S.  C. 

liussell  M.  Wri-!iti^ra<luated  at  Willinms  Col!. •<:.•,  1-11  ;  slndi-.-d  'J'l.oo|(,-y  ; 
rinploycd  as  teacher  in  W'illistnn  .Seminary,  and  is  now  Principal  <d'  an  Acad- 
emy  in  Gfor^'ia.  , 

Jllijali  II.  \VrigIit  j^radiiated  at  Amlnrst  (roilei^c,  j  ;  studied  medicine; 
and  is  now  employed  in  the  Medical  jirofession  in  Ceor;:ia. 

Horace  Lyman  fjraduated  at  Williams  Col b-gi%  1  ";-j"2  ;  studied  Thcolo^rv  ; 
ordained  an  Evangelist  ;  and  now  a  iri>iii<-  ."M  i>-ion.iry  in  C)r<'^()n. 

Wiil'iam  S.  Clari;  ;:radu:ifrd  at  .Aiiiliersl  Coli'-g.-,  l-l-;  emploN.-d  in  tc.-icli- 
in^'  lor  two  vears  in  \Villi>ton  Seminary,  and  is  now  a  mcndjer  of  a  (ierman 
University. 

liVman  Ji  \\'illislon  graduated  a'.  Amiieist  College,  1530  ;  and  has  since  been 
employed  as  teacher,  in  ^Villiston  Scminarv. 

['J'he  whole  number  who  have  received  tin-  honors  of  College  is  'Jl,  instead 
of  'JD,  ;is  heretofore  stated,  and  of  licensed  preachers  M,  iiiatead  of  13.] 

NoTK  12.  Pev.  Mr.  ^\'illistou  continued  to  labor  in  the  Ministry,  wiili  great 
arceptance  till  a  period  of  forly-lbtir  year.-.    Abmit  the  time  of  his  settle - 

ment  as  Pastor,  an  inciilent  occurred  here  whii  h  rn  i\  be  w  urlh  recording  in 
this  [ilaec.  At  a  time,  when  those  belonging  to  the  militia  compaiiv,  inclinling 
all  then  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  were  a-seuilded  for  exercise,  they  wi  te 
recpiested  to  signify  whether  the  candichiJr  v>  a>  one  of  their  clioi'  r.  'J'hc 
revuli,  as  one.  who  was  then  a  ni<  nil)i  r  of  tiic  comp  iii\  informed  me,  uas 
entire  nnanirnily  in  fa\<M-  of  tlo-  settlt  iii'Mit  of  the  candidate. 

'J'he  aged  I'astor  resigned  his  t  liar^e  at  llie  litnf  he  iind  decided  on,  and  thus, 
at  his  own  request,  the  I'astoral  relation,  uhicli  had  so  long  subsisted  betwnyi 
Itim  and  his  jieople,  was  (lissolved.  His  successor  was  Pev.  AN  illiam  Perueiil, 
a  native  of  Aslili>dd,and  a  graduate  of  ])arlmouth  Ci>llei;eof  the  class  td' J '-'J-' . 
\\<-  was  ordain,  d,  ( )(  t  1 ii.l  he  lab..red  l"iillil"ully  and  su.-ce.-sfu 1 1  \  in  the 
niini-try,  till  April,  l^">il,  u  li.-n  Im'  wa>^  ilisiuis>i-d,  at  his  own  r<  (iu.->t,  and 
h.'  r.in.>\edt.>  Lluiira,  X .  \.,  where  he  was  instalb-d  Pastor  of  the  Congre- 
gational Cliur.  h  in  llicit  place.  He  was  one  of  the  early  fiK  inls  ol"  \\'illisi..n 
J^'ininarv. 

P'  \  .  iiollin  S.  St-  tie,  a  native  of  (^atit.ni,  Ct.,  and  gradual.-  «)f  'S'ab*  College, 
of  th-  .  lass  of  1-?:V.>,  was  installed  Pastor  of  this  (  hurch,  Oct.  ^,  ]-•"'(>. 

iN.'TK  I'A.  At  the  ordination  of  the  R.v.  .Mr.  \\' i  i  I  i-t-in,  the  m.M-lin^i-lmuse 
Was  not  li:iislifd  ;  and  it  n  niain-  .l  in  that  unlnn-h.  il  conilition  for  several 
y'lrs.    'J'he   circiim.>tan(  e>  of  tin-  pcoi)h',  in  th..  ir  opinion,  dul  ma  justify 


2S 


tlie  necessary  pxpcnditurc  to  roinplctc  the  lionse,  nt  the  time  it  wns  first 
erected.     It  was  raised  in  June,  17i3. 

As  the  names  of  the  oflirers  of  the  church  since  its  organization  were  given 
in  a  preceding  note,  the  names  also  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  since  the 
incorporation  f)l' Easliianipton,  niav  here  with  j)ropriety  he  recorded.  Tlie  first 
inaijistratc  apjiointcd  was  cimnii-sioned  in  ISIO.  The  Justices  Jiave  been 
TJiadih'Us  Clapp,  John  Ludtk  ii,  Lullier  Chii  k,  Jr.  Samuel  W'illistun,  Kl)cnezor 
Ferry. 

In  t)ic  Historical  Sketch,  1  Jiad  occasion  to  name  several  individuals  among 
the  first  settlors  of  Lasthampton,  1  ]ia\o  in  my  possession  the  names  of  all, 
or  nearly  all  of  the  heads  of  families,  who  \verc  active  memhers  of  society  in 
17ri.'),  and  for  several  subseipient  vears.  It  occurred  to  me  that  some  account 
of  the  genealogy  ot'  the  fauiiiics  of  those  ii-hosc  mule  dc<ccndnnls  slid  lire  Jicrc^ 
as  far  hack  as  this  accfiuut  oultl  readily  be  given,  might  well  form  a  part  of 
Ihc  Appendix  lo  ilio  History  of  my  native  town.  In  making  out  this  I'cgisier 
of  the  fatiiilifs,  1  have  bucn  greatly  a.-.-ist(d  by  .Mr.  K/e!;i.;l  White  of  this 
tov.  ii,  as  well  as  !)V  the  gf  u!  Ionian  to  u  limii  I  have  aireaciy  niado  my  acknowl- 
edgements. It  is  In  Mr.  W'iiite  many  of  our  families  will  be  indebted,  for  th*? 
facts  conununicaled  in  riHaliou  to  our  ancestors.  The  Register  must  necessa- 
rily bo  incomi)lete,  as  only  the  names  of  the  remote  male  ancestors  will  be 
given;  pas^ing  then  over  lln-  inleniMMliate  generations,  the  names  of  the 
f.ithers  of  the  town  onlv,  and  tin-  lime  of  their  decease  will  be  stated,  with  any 
facts  which  mav  be  di  i-iiied  iiilerestitig  to  their  d<'scendant-.  An  alphabetical 
arrangement  of  families,  agrei  ably  to  cusiom,  has  been  adupted. 
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Ai  voHD. — Zebadiah  A  Ivord,  whose  name  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  settler'? 
of  r.isrommuck,  removed  afterwarils  to  the  north  jmtI  of  the  town.  Ho  w  as  in 
t'lc  fi)urth  geii-'ralii'ii  IVoni  A le.\.iinler  A I vrnd,  w  im  came  from  I'.nglaiid  t" 
Windsor,  Ct.,  and  lMiMirt.>  to  Norlh  i:nj)lon,  as  early  a^^  1().');>,  w  here  he  diid, 
Oct.  If.tT.    /ebadiah  .\lv..rd,  d.^l  !i-re  Teb.  l-OC,  ag-.! 

C'ii.\i-.>!.v  V.  —  I  )a  \  id  ( 'bapiitaii,  >.  II.  b..ni  in  I  lie  riiy  <.t'  .Norwich,  ( 't  ,  removed 
to  this  place  in  l"',':  and  r<-,>idi  d  lirre  during  th--  re\ oiniionarv  war, and  ih.  ii 
rcnu)ve(l  lu  Southampton,  ami  afterwards  to  Wes'.h.implon ,  u  here  he  «ii'  ti  in 
Ir-'l  1,  aged  .SO.  He  lel\  a  numerous  fimily.  Only  two  of  his  sous  remain'-. I 
here,  Ni/.  I)a\id,  who  died  I),c.  l--.'.'.,  ag.-d  (i  I,  am!  .Mose5,  w  l.o  di-  d  Oct. 
nged  ^'0. 

(.'r\rf. — .MaJ.  Jonallim  ("lapp,  who  i-  mentioned   iti  my  d>ctih,was  the 


29 


^rc:il  cran'lson  of  Capt.  Pionjer  Clapj),  \^  )io  ramo  from  Salcoin,  J)ovf.p-lilrc, 
J'liglaiul,  in  JG30.  Tor  many  inlf^resting  pariinilars  rctjiccling  Cajjt.  Claj)]), 
liirf  (JcscendMnts  arc  referred  {o  a  valii.ihlo  niouioir  written  by  Jiinisclf ;  a  soo 
ond  edition  of  wliicli  \va^  publislicd  a  few  years  s-ince.  ilc  conirnandcd  wiiat 
was  then  called  the  Castle,  now  J'ort  independence,  in  Hoston  Harbor,  lie 
died  at  Dorchester,  ]G'.)1,  aged  81.  Major  Jonatlian  died  lu  re  in  17-',i,  ajied 
G'Ay  leaving  three  sons,  viz. — Jonathan,  who  died  IS'ov.  ]c2J,  aged  ^7 — Capt. 
Joseph,  who  died  Oct.  ITl'T,  aged  CO,  and  Quarter  .Master  Henjaniin,  wlm  ditii 
JS'ov.  ISlf),  aged  77,  Maj.  Clapp  left  also  eight  daughters,  wiiu  were  all  mar- 
ried, and  who  lived  to  be  uver  sixty  years  of  age. 

Aaron  Clapp,  whn  wa';  among  the  lir.-l  .<etlkrs  on  the  Plain,  was  brother  to 
M;ij.  Clapp.  Ho  died  May,  17lt:?,  aged  77.  lie  had  fuur  sons,  x'r/..  Jhi-ign 
Aaron,  w  ho  ri'movcd  in  I'rD'.t  to  ^^'e5torn  New  "\'or!.,au(l  liiere  [ri;iiiy  years 

siiif'e  ;  i>a\  ill,  who  wa.^  a  soldier  in  the  lie volutiunary  war  and  nt  \iT  ri  iurnrtl  ; 
Jllijw  lio  (IpmI  ill  ."^outhanipton,  in  180c?,at  the  age  ol'.M,  and  i-cvi,  who  di<.d  in 
IMarcli,  lc"2o,  aged  Go.  Juim  Clajjp,  the  soldier  of  the  llevoluli<jn,  was  bis 
nej)hcw.    He  died  here  l>"i:],  aged 

Ci..\itK. — "This  name  w.is  derived  from  the  name  of  an  oflice,  and  signilicd 
the  clerk,  or  learned  man.  This  title,  in  })rocess  of  lime,  became  the  snr- 
namc  of  the  person  who  bore  the  ollice  ;  and  r].,Ticn>,  the  clci  Iv,  and  afh-r- 
Wards  Clark,  became  the  cognomen  or  snrnanie,  by  wiiicli  all  the  drscendants 
were  distinguished.  'J'be  word  clerk  was  also  abundantly  emj)loyed  in 
ihe  north  of  England  to  c.\j)ress  lawyer,  as  well  as  jirie>l,  and  ibis  arconnls 
for  llie  extreme  frecpiency  of  the  n.ime." 

Caj)t.  JMiillip  Chirk,  who  is  s{)oken  of  in  my  disroniso  as  a  school  teacher, 
was  in  the  fourth  generation  from  Lieut.  William  Clark,  v:\\o  came  from  Tng- 
laml  to  Dorchester,  ami  thence  to  Aoribainpton,  probablv  in  lli")',).  In  the 
nnci'-nt  records,  Lieut.  \\'illiam  Clark  is  styled  "Most  W'orsbipliil  \\'illiam 
Clark,  r,sf[.  lie  wa-  cliosen  {Selectman  TJ  year>  He  was  one  of  the  einbt 
members  of  the  cburcli,  al  its  organization,  in  iNortliamplon,  Jnin' 
Caj)l.  rhillip  Clark  died  in  this  luwn,  3Li_\ ,  l^l-,  aged  t7.  Lliakiin  Clark, 
who  gave  the  land  lor  a  burial  place  in  l*aseonnnnck,  was  second  cousin  to 
Capt.  Phillip  Clarli.  He  died  in  ]7"^3,  aged  7:3.  He  b  ft  three  sons,  \i/.. 
Obadiali,w  ho  died  Oct.  l.-L'),  aged  £0,  Li-.'Ut  Asaln  ^wbo  die,!  r.  b.  l-i".',  ngod 
F.'»,  and  Job,  w  ho  ilii'd  March,  r^l7,  rig'-d  ^^'il!ls  (ia\b>rd  Clark,  among 

the  dislinguished  America?i  I'oets,  who  died  in  l::  n,;ige<l  :>7,  wa<  ibe  son  of 
Capt.  Lliakini  Clark,  w  ho  wa«  tin-  son  of  Li<  nt.  A'^alal,-  ()Iivrr  Cl.nk-,  w  ho 
lived  in  the  northw  est  part  of  the  town,  w  a-  in  the  fil'ib  geuci  alien  iVom  Lit  nl. 
William  Clark.    He  died,  May  lr-:21,  aged 

Fi  i;kv. —  Lbenezer  I'crry,  a  resident  of  Pascommu'  k,  in  17.")0,  w  as  grandson 
oi'  Charles  pi^rry  oC  J^pi  ingfn.  Id.  His  son,  l^ienl.  iSobunon.  died  here  in  l\b. 
l.HO,  ag.'d  Cli. 

HvsNLM.' — \\'iill:un  ll.innum  was  one  of  the  fir>t  |U(>prielins  of  Nniilntup. 
ton,  in  1().')3,  ami  (li>  d  tlit  ic  Jnn<\  1(177.  Scim:  l-Ica/'  r  H.ninum,  on<>  of  ibe 
rarly  settlers  in  tin-  w f-t  part  of  tii:-;  town,  \\a>;  in  tb'>  lifib  griu'ralion  from 
AVilll  ini  Hannum.  He  liie,!  1 ).  <•.  1  -  I i n  b is  -.li b  y ;:r.  H i>  brotln-r  John, 
died  Jan.  17!'0.  Another  brother,  Joel,  who  lived  in  Ma.-haw  annuck,  dikd  J.in. 
l-U,  aged  (i-^. 


IlENhKiCK. — Israel  Ilciitlrlck,  once  a  resident  of  this  place,  had  llirce  son?  i 
Most's,  Reulien  and  James.  The  fatlier  and  two  sons  removed  to  other  plaef.s. 
■James  died  here  iti  June,  1S'2>,  aged  7i). 

Janes  — "This  family  came  orignally  fr(Jin  Kirtlin^,  Camhridi:».-shire,  Kng- 
land,  \s  here  it  \s  as  located  in  1233.  William  Janes,  a  descendant  of  this  family, 
f.'iiiit-;  to  liiis  counlry  from  L>sex,  Lngland,  and  was  a  felller  of  New  Ha\en, 
Ct.  Ill-  taiii;lit  school  in  that  place.  lie  came  to  .\urlli:.mpton  in  or 
iG-'i.").  In  ](i')7,  he  was  chosen  recorder  uf  laws,  and  remuin<  d  in  tlial  oliice 
twi  Dty  lie  also  conducted  reliirioiis  services  on  tlie  ^^.djhat!!.  He 

died  Sept.  IGOO."  J:ramuel  Janes,  the  hid  wlio  was  stunned  hy  the  blow  of 
the  savage,  was  in  tlie  third  generaliou  Tiom  William  Janes.  Ten  j)ersoni  of 
ihe  name  of  Janes  were  slain  at  the  l*ascomm»tck  masvicre.  Samuel  Icl'i  lour 
sons,  viz.  Jonathan,  who  was  a  soldier  at  the  taking  ol' Louishurg  in  17-l-"»,  and 
whr)  diLul  Aj)ril,  1^:2.'),  agrd  nearly  !•'.',  l)'.-ii!g  llie  ohh-.-l  i>erMJH  that  ev<T  di-  d 
in  this  town  ;  Jlli.-ha,  who  di.-d  Vvli.  l>il-^,  a.'.'.-d  77;  Dra.  ()l'a<li;ih,  a  teacher 
of  Coiiuiion  ."^chouls  in  early  lilc,  who  died  I'el).  Jrl7,inliis  fdth  year,  and 
.Samuel  who  died  many  years  helore, his  brothers 

I.UDDi.N. — Lieut  I'/.ra  J^udden  removed  from  Jlraintree  to  \Vi!liam<I;urg,  in 
3  773,  and  tlience  to  this  pla^^e,  in  177'.>.    He  died  here  in  Nov.  ]  ^33,  aged  So. 

Lv.'MAN. —  r/cnjamiii  I,\ man,  one  of  tlie  juirc  hasers  ot'  Sclnxd  .Meadow,  was 
the  gre.it  grandson  of  I'ifjiiard  Lvmau,  who  lel't  llngland  in  It'.:'..')  ;  lir.^t  settled 
in  CharlesJown,  and  hn  illv  \\a>  one  c»l'  the  fust  settlers  of  Hartford,  Ct., 
\vhcre  he  died  in  IG-lO,  leavini;  lliree  sons  who  were  annuig  the  first  planters 
of  IS'orthamjiton,  in  ]C)')'2.  The  name.  wa>  C)rigin.il I \"  spelled  Limon.  A  \  what 
lime  the  orthography  was  ehaiiired,  is  ni.known.  JJenjamiii  I,\ man  prohahly 
removed  iVom  Noi  tli;:ii)])lon  to  wImI  i-;  now  r.;i-l!iani]>!i  ii,  >oon  after  his  joint 
purcliaso  (d*  the  .Meadow.  He  died  here  in  I7t):'..  He  h  l'i  three  son-;,  \  iz. 
Deac.  Benjatnin,  who  died  June,  170"'',  aged  7]  ;  Cajtt.  1)  ;vi(l,  who  died  Jan. 
1822,  aged  fr'-i  ;  and  Lemuel,  who  di<>d  July  i-^10,  aged  71. 

J*.\RSON.«. — "This  was  an  ancient  fnuily  in  I'.ngland.  'J'hoina<  l';irsons  of 
tireat  .Milt. )n,  or  I'Milton  1\ oyal,  received  the  honor  of  Knighthood  from  Charles 
]st^  about  the  year  1()31."  Dear.  Joel  Parson.s,  a  school  teacher  in  early  lite, 
was  in  the  fifth  generation  from  Jo>e[ih  I'.ir.-on-,  w  h>i  f  .nne  from  F.nuland  to 
this  country  about  Kiii."),  and  (iied  at  SpriiiL'iie Id,  .March,  JG'''4.  .Dea.  I'arsons 
died  in  llii.>  town,  Nov.  I~-'1S,  in  his  -Hih  year. 

l^nKi.i'-^ — "  (.)ulti  .Mr.  W  illiatn  IMi-  lp-,  L-q.,  ratnc  from  r.ngland  to  this 
♦country,  in  I (i'.'.D,  w  a-  rej)resentati\ e  from  Doi diesli.  r  to  the  llrsl  (^>urt  in  1()3  !, 
removed  to  Windsor,  Ct  ,  in  1()3."),  and  was  a  rneinh-  r  (d'  lie  fir>t  Court  in  that 
colony  in  lG3f).  He  was  a  member  ot"l!ie  den-  r.il  Court  tWcKo  ses-ions  ;  and 
one  of  the  most  eflii  ient  and  \aluable  otiie.  rs  in  liie  Colonv."  He  died  Julv, 
1(»72,  pr(»bal)l  v  ON  er  \  ear>  (jf  aire.  H  i-«  ^on,  Nat  hani-  l,  ren!o\  ed  to  Northam]t- 
ton,prubabI\  in  1  GoG,  and  died  there  ]May,  Ki'Ht.  William  I'helps,  a  resident  of 
this  tow  n,  w.is  in  the  .sixth  generatiim  from  William  rheljis,  Lsij  ,  and  died 
July,  l-  r,',  a-ed  T/i. 

l'o:\lKiiov.  — "  .All  of  this  nam<^  in  this  Ooui'.trv,"  if  is  said,  "art«  descended 
from  r.ltwecd  romeroy,  who  came  from  Devoiislnir,  Ln;^Ian.i,  to  this  country, 
inlG:'.();  lived  at  1)  )i(I.esier,  and  Windsor,  Ct  anil  died  at  .N^r*  u.-implon  iil 
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1CT3.  TIic  line  of  descent  of  tliis  family,  can  be  traced  back  to  Sir  Ralph  dc 
I'oinerov,  a  favorite  kniirlit  of  ^Villiarn,  ihr  Conqueror,  wlioiii  lie  acconij)urjicd 
into  Kngland,  actinia  a  conspicuous  part  at  l!ie  batlli*  of  Hastings,  fouirlil  Oct. 
I  I,  lO'^G,  and  afterwards  building  a  castle  called  JJerry  Poiiieroy,  still  in  pref- 
er vation,  on  the  grant  wliicli  he  received  from  the  crown."  Caleb  Porne- 
roj,  a  settler  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  died,  probably,  not  far  from  the 
time  the  District  was  incorporated.  IJc  left  two  sons,  viz:  Enos,  who  died 
Nov.  1S12,  a^ed  CG ; — and  Solomon,  who  died  Nov.  16'2L),  aged  78.  Dea. 
.lu.slus  Pomeroy,  related  to  this  family,  died  April,  J842,  aged  7G. 

Strong. — The  families  of  this  name,  in  this  town, are  descended  from  Pcicli- 
crd  Strong,  a  resident  of  Taunton,  Somcrsetshiie,  England.  "  Hi.s  son,  folder 
John  Strong,  came  to  this  country,  in  May  1G30,  and  settled  in  Dorchester. 
In  1G35  or  oG,  he  removed  to  Windsor,  Ct.  and  thence  to  Northampton,  in  1GjI.», 
where  he  died,  April,  1C91),  aged  'J4.  He  was  the  father  of  eighteen  children, 
fji'tcen  of  whom  liad  families." 

In  ITS'l,  Job  Strong  was  a  resident  of  thio  ])l;ice,  in  the  north  west  j)r».rt  of  it. 
Jle  died  here,  iMay  1"^00,  aged  70.  His  son  Job  rcMOoved  to  Vermont,  and  di.d 
some  years  since.  Benjamin  Strong,  who  lived  in  the  south  east  part  of  this 
town,  was  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Richard  Strong.  Jle  died  here  Marcli, 
1833,  aged  S2. 

White. — "Elder  John  \Vhitc  came  from  E  n  gin  nd,  probably  from  Braintrce, 
E?se.\,  in  JG3'?,  and  settled  in  Cambridge,  lie  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Hartfard,  Ct.  .ind  a  landholder,  in  1G3G.  lie  was  one  of  the  lirst  47  settlers  of 
lladley,  in  Itij'',  and  held  several  important  oHices  in  that  town.  lie  after- 
wards removed  to  Hartford,  was  an  elder  in  the  church,  and  died  there,  Dec. 
](;-3. 

Extract  from  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Elder  John  White  :  "  Foras- 
much as  my  time  is  uncertain,  and  I  know  not  the  day  of  my  death,  1  account 
it  my  duty  to  make  my  hst  will  and  testament, -'vhich  is  as  followeth,  viz: 
I  resign  and  give  up  my  soul  and  body  to  my  Sovereign  and  Ennl  and  ]\iakir, 
^my  God  and  Fatiier  in  my  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesu.s  Christ,  and  to  {)revent 
trouble  to  lliose  that  shall  survive  ir.e,  I  do  dispose  of"  tliat  portion  of  my  out- 
ward estate,  and  tliat  which  the  Lord  lialh  in  mercy  helped  me  with,  in  manner 
following," 

Nathaniel  Wliito,  a  resident  of  this  town,  and  who  died  Oct.  1^2i,  aged  7!>, 
was  in  the  si.vth  generation  from  Elder  John  "White. 

Wii.LisTON.— Rev.  Payson  Williston  is  in  the  fourth  generation  from  Joseph 
Willistdn,  who  lived  nnd  died  in  Sj^ringficld,  Aug.  1747.  lie  was  the  S(>n  of 
Rev.  Noah  ^V iHiston ,  and  a  native  of  West  IJaven,Ct.  In  ]77;>,  tiiuugli  a  mere 
youth,  he  belonged  to  the  New  Haven  Artillery,  and  was  cngatjccl  in  the  ac- 
tion th.-y  preceded  the  capture  of  tli<-  city  by  tho  British.  On  llie  day  on 
>vhich  his  term  of  service  expired,  he  Avas  examined  and  admitted  into  Yale 
College,  where  he  graduated,  in  17c3,  and  is  now  the  only  surviving  member 
of  his  cla.<5. 

^VI;lcMT. —  Dea.  Sti  phm  ^Vril:lll,  also  Captain,  one  of  the  purehaser.s  of 
School  Meadow,  wa.;  iu  thi>  fourth  generati<Mi  from  Dra.  S.inuirl  Wright,  one 
of  the  first  selth-rs  of  Spi  i:i^'t"u«Id,  ami  a  Di  aeon  oflho  Church  there.  He  was 
lliore  as  early  as  IGll.      Alter  the   Rev.  .Mr.  .Mo.\oii,  the  first  minister  of 
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Springfield,  returned  lo  Knirland,  Dea.  Wrif^ht  "  was  employed  to  dispense  llie 
v.-ord  of  Cod  in  lliir'  place,"  and  was  allowed  fifXy  sljillin^.s  a  month  for  his 
gcrvices.  Other  laymen  were  also  employed.  Dea.  Wrijjht  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Northampton.  IJe  removed  there  in  IGjG  or  7,  and  died  there 
in  Oct.  1GG5.  Jle  had  a  numerous  family.  Most  of  his  children  were  horn  iu 
Kngland.  His  brother,  Nathaniel  Wright,  was  a  merchant  of  London,  aiid  in- 
terested in  the  Winthrop  Colony,  in  1G30.  Their  father,  it  is  said,  was  John 
"NVright  of  Kclvedon,  and  tiieir  grandfatliLT,  John  ^Vright  of  WrighLsbridge, 
Ksscx,  about  40  miles  north  east  from  London. 

Dea.  Stephen  Wriglit,  the  great  grand  son  of  Dea.  Samuel,  was  chosen 
deacon  of  tiic  Church  in  Northampton  in  1730,  and  removed  to  what  is  now 
Lasthampton,  probably  about  1741.  After  hi.s  removal  he  belonged  to  South- 
ampton,   lie  died  Feb.  17G3. 

Wis  sons  were  Dea.  Stephen,  who  died  June,  ISOO,  aged  81  —  Rev.  Job,  w  ho 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  17o7,  and  was  settled  in  the  ministry,  in  lier- 
nardston,  v.  herc  he  died,  lS2ti,  aged  So — Sergeant  Elijah,  who  lived  on  the 
place  where  his  father  died,  and  died  there  himself,  April,  l^UM,  aged  70; 
and  Seigeaiit  Lliakim,  who  was  slain  at  Lake  George,  Sept.  1755. 


